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Jai Jalaram

I am indebted to my late 
parents, Shantilal Rugnath 
Thakkar and Lalitaben 
Shantilal Thakkar, born 
respectively to the Morjaria 
(Thakkar) and Gheewala 
families, both pillars of my 

strength and dedication in continuing charitable work 
in UK, India and Africa.

Being chosen by Jalarambapa to serve him and the 
community, I consider myself fortunate to have steered 
the Temple and the Trust since its inception in 1983.

It is both the first Jalaram Bapa Temple in the UK and 
outside India. For the past three decades Leicester’s 
‘Virpur Dhaam’ has been a place of pilgrimage and 
spiritual inspiration for thousands.

My family, and especially my wife Jasu and our 
daughter Meera and son in law Sunnny’s unwavering 
support continue to be my strength and I thank them 
for being with me on this wonderful journey. I also 
thank my extended family for their love and support 

I would also like to thank the Trustees Bhadrashilbhai 
Trivedi, Jayantibhai Chandarana, Ketan Kotecha and 
Birju Ghelani for their support and thank all Past 
Trustees, the two priests Mahendrabhai and Rajubhai 
Pandya, Ashaben Chandarana and all the volunteers 
who have unconditionally served the Temple.

My grateful thanks to the members of the interfaith 
communities of Leicester and the Leicester City 
Council who have supported us at all times.

We remain indebted to all donors, devotees and 
volunteers without whose overwhelming support, 
progress would not have been possible. 

To commemorate the Temple’s history and its 
contribution to the community, with the help of Raj, 
Ramila Chauhan, Birju Ghelani, Meera Ruparelia 
Thakkar, Mahendrbhai Pandya & Stephen Timmins 
for proof reading we have produced a guide book of 
insight into Jalaram Bapa and Hinduism and a pictorial 
souvenir depicting the Trust’s achievements over the 
last 42 years. This covers all our activities, including the 
last 18 months of the Covid-19 pandemic during which 
the Trustees have endeavoured to ensure that devotees 
across the world stay connected with Bapa’s Mandir 
Leicester, through virtual social media platforms. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has been very challenging 
for all Temples and devotees and I thank all those 
who have supported the Temple in ensuring strict 
that Covid-19 social distancing compliance has been 
enforced at the Mandir.

We pray to Pujya Bapa to give strength and courage 
to those families who have sadly lost their loved ones. 

I am further indebted to the Saints from India and 
all the Brahmins in UK who have showered their 
continuous blessings upon me and the Trustees of 
Jalaram Temple Leicester and my family.

I pray to Bapa to continue to shower blessings and 
give us the wisdom, motivation and benevolence 
to ‘love and serve all needy’. May Bapa and the 
Temple continue to inspire all, especially the younger 
generation as ‘our youth is our future’! 

The Trustees have produced a pictorial souvenir to 
commemorate the 25th Anniversary of the Jalaram 
Temple Leicester which depicts the activies of the 
mandir and community centre,

Pramod Thakkar 
(Chairman & Trustee), Jalaram Charitable Trust
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Mahendrabhai Pandya  
- Chief Priest

It is with the Grace of Pujya Shree 
Jalaram Bapa that I have had the 
privilege of doing daily Seva in the 

mandir since 18 July 1990. 

Since my arrival I have witnessed 
continued growth in the activities 
of the temple and its congregation. 
The temple has flourished amongst 
the community and has developed 
strong links with educational 
bodies and works closely with the 
interfaith network to explain the 
Hindu religion to those who want to 
learn.

During this period, the help and 
guidance from the Trustees and 
the committee of Shree Jalaram 
Mandir have been invaluable. I am 
also grateful to them for resettling 
my family in Leicester. For this I will 
forever be indebted to the late Shantibhai R Thakkar and 
the late Lalitaben Thakkar who brought our family from 
Nakuru to Leicester

I pray to Jalabapa to bless this centre, for its continued 
progression and the development of activities that will 
benefit the whole Community for years to come.

Rajubhai Pandya 
- Priest

Since a very young age I have 
felt the call to serve God and 
to lead a life of contentment. 

The Trustees of the Jalaram 
Charitable Trust opened up a new 
world for me when they gave me 
the opportunity to do Bapa’s work 
under the guidance of my elder 
brother Mahendrabhai.

My responsibilities in the day to 
day running of the temple have 
rewarded me abundantly as I 
have had blessings of many Sants 
and Sadhus who have visited the 
temple over the years. 

I have been very fortunate and take 
pride in seeing the development 
and growth of The Jalaram Mandir 
over the last 24 years.
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B.A.P.S. Swaminarayan Mandir, Shahibaug Road, Ahmedabad – 380 004, Gujarat, India 
Email: letters@in.baps.org • www.baps.org 
 

 
 

22 September 2021 
Sarangpur, India 

 
Respected Shri Pramodbhai Thakkar and all the trustees and devotees of Virbaimaa 
Jalaram Community Centre, Leicester, 
 
Namaste, Jay Swaminarayan and Jay Jalaram.  
 
It is with deep joy that we have learnt of the 25th anniversary celebrations of your 
esteemed temple in Leicester and its renaming to honour the inspirational life and 
work of Virbaimaa. 
 
The centre has commendably served the community for a quarter of a century now, 
helping preserve and promote our cultural heritage and values. May that continue to 
flourish for many more years. 
 
We congratulate all those involved and offer prayers that the event is highly 
successful in celebrating the inspiring life, work and virtues of Param Pujya Jalaram 
Bapa, a contemporary of Aksharbrahma Gunatitanand Swami – the ideal disciple of 
Bhagwan Swaminarayan and the first guru in the BAPS Swaminarayan tradition. 
 
May the new centre raise vital awareness for our young and old devotees, and 
become a hub for fostering greater community harmony, peace and unity in and 
around Leicester.  
 
May Bhagwan Swaminarayan, His Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj and all our 
respective ishtadevas and gurus bless the trustees, members, sponsors and 
supporters of Virbaimaa Jalaram Community Centre with abundant strength, wisdom 
and enthusiasm to fulfil your noble mission as well as supporting the vital work of 
organ donation awareness amongst the wider community. May God be with you. And 
may God bless you all. 
 
With innermost prayers and very best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
Sadhu Keshavjivandas 
(His Holiness Mahant Swami Maharaj) 
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અભિનદંન ! અભિનદંન ! અભિનદંન ! 

'શ્રી જલારામ મદંિર, લૅસ્ટર' જનસેવા દ્વારા પ્રભસેુવાના કાર્યના ંપચ્ચીસ પચ્ચીસ વર્ય પરૂા ંકરી, વધ ુઉત્સાહથી 
આ સેવાના ક્ષેત્રમા ંકાર્ય કરવા જઈ રહ્ુ ંછે ત્ર્ારે, તેમા ંજોડારે્લા સવય ટ્રસ્ટીઓ, કાર્યકરો, ભક્તોન ેવિંન છે ! 
અભભનિંન છે ! 

"ટુકડો રોટલો, ત્ર્ા ંપ્રભ ુઢૂંકડો", "ભખૂર્ાનંે ભોજન, તરસ્ર્ાનંે પાણી" ભારતીર્ પરંપરામા ંઋષર્મષુનઓ, 
ભગવાનના અવતારો અને પ.પ.ૂ ર્ોગીબાપા, પ.પ.ૂ જલારામબાપા જેવા સતંોએ આવા ંનાના ંનાના ં
��સતૂ્રો દ્વારા સતંોને-ભક્તોને મદંિરમા ં િર્યને આવતા ભક્તોની પ્રભનુા ભાવથી સેવા કરવારૂપી 
પજૂામા ંજોડયા છે. તે પ્રમાણે આપણા આ જલારામ મદંિર દ્વારા લૅસ્ટર અને આજુબાજુના ંગામોના 
ભક્તોની-માનવોની કોઈ પણ પ્રકારના ધમયના, જાષતના, સ્ત્રી-પરુુર્ના, નાના-મોટાના ભેિભાવ વગર 
સૌની પ્રભ ુભાવથી સેવાઓ કરીને શ્રી જલારામબાપાની, ભારતીર્ પરંપરાની જે સવુાસ પ્રસરાવી છે – 
તે માટે આપ સૌને સાચે જ હૃિર્ના ભાવથી ધન્ર્વાિ છે ! અભભનિંન છે ! 

આ ષનષમત્તે જે સવેુષનર્ર બહાર પાડી રહ્મા છો તે ખબૂ જ સુિંર ભક્ક્તસભર માદહતીપ્રિ બની રહો, જે 
વાચંનારને પ્રભભુક્ક્તના કાર્યમા ંઉત્સાહ-ઉમગં-શ્રદ્ધા વધારે તેવુ ંિર્યનીર્ બની રહો તેવી ગરુુચરણે-
પ્રભચુરણે પ્રાથયનાઓ છે ! 

છેલલા ંપચ્ચીસ પચ્ચીસ વર્યથી આ જનસેવાના ભક્ક્તસભર કાર્યમા ંપાર્ામા ંસમષપિત ભક્તો-કાર્યકરો 
અને અત્ર્ારે એ જનસેવાના કાર્યને સરસ રીતે પાર પાડી રહલેા ભક્તો-કાર્યકરો-િાનેશ્વરી શ્રદ્ધાળુઓ-
સેવકો સૌને આ ષનષમત્તે અમારા સૌના ંવિંન ! અભભનિંન ! 

સૌ રાજી રહરે્ો. 

 

ભલ. અનપમુ ષમર્ન વતીથી, 

અષશ્વનભાઈ, ર્ાષંતભાઈ, દહિંમતસ્વામી ને સૌ સતંો, 
ષવજર્કુમાર, સતીર્ભાઈ, ષવનભુાઈ ન ેસૌ મકુ્તો વતી, 

 

11 ઑક્ટોબર, 2021 
।। સ્વામિશ્રીજી ।। 
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Jay Shree Krushna! Jay Jalaram! 

In Shreemad Bhagwatam Gokarn Rushi tells – सेवाकथारसमहो 
नितराां पिब त्वम ्।. 

In Ramcharitmanas Shree Tulsidasji tells – श्रुनत िुराि सब ग्रांथ 
कहाह ां । रघुिनत भगनत बबिा सुख िाह ां ।. 

Our ancient Rishis have given us guidance to achieve complete 
happiness. We wonder how we can experience that?  We can 
experience complete happiness by serving to Almighty and his 
pure devotees. 

In these span of 25 years so many humanitarian and 
devotional activites have taken place at this temple. All this 
has been possible by Shree Jalaram Bapa’s Grace and by the 
constant hardwork of Shree Pramodbhai Thakkar and the 
Jalaram Mandir team. 

We, from Bhagwat Vidyapith pray to Shree Rasraj Prabhu and 
Jalaram Bapa that they shower their grace upon all the 
devotees and help them achieve great milestones ahead. 

ભવદીય, 
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The first temple of Pujya Shri Jalaram Bapa in the UK was 
built at 197 Mere Road, Leicester on 15th August 1979, by 
Sant Mata Pujya Bhanu Maa from Rajkot, India.

Most popularly known as “Maa” to her fellow devotees in 
India and abroad, Pujya Maa was approached by many 
devotees from Leicester, and London when visiting India, 
with the request to build a Jalaram Bapa temple in the 
UK. Purely based on this request, the highly devoted Sant 
set out on her journey to the UK with one sole mission in 
mind: to build and establish Pujya Jalaram Bapa’s temple 
in Leicester.

With the help of local devotees, she was invited to a new 
household every day and night to perform bhajans and 
spread Pujya Bapa’s name and awareness as much as she 
could across the entire country. As per her rules, Pujya 
Maa would travel barefoot and would only consume 
milk and fruits once Bhajans were over.

From such gatherings, Pujya Maa started to collect 
donations which went towards buying a property 
to establish Pujya Bapa’s temple. Having started the 
property search, Pujya Maa soon found a suitable 
property for her mission, and convinced the seller to 
give her possession without receiving full payment, as 
donations collected were not enough to pay the full 
amount of the property. Pujya Maa gave her passport to 
the seller as a guarantee, assuring him that she will not 
leave the country until she has paid the full purchase price 
of the property. The remaining funds were soon raised as 
Pujya Maa continued her Bhajans and prayers in various 
households throughout the country. Upon full payment of 
the property, Pujya Maa’s mission was almost complete.

Prior to leaving 
India, Pujya Maa 
had requested 
Idols of Pujya 
Jalaram Bapa and 
Shri Ram Bhagwan 
to be specially 
made in Rajkot, as 
she was confident 
that with the grace 
of God, her mission 
of establishing their 
temple in Leicester 
will be successful. 
Having finally 
purchased the property at 197 Mere Road, Leicester, 
Pujya Maa requested her son Shri Tejas bhai Kakad to 
bring the Idols from Rajkot, India to Leicester for the 
grand inauguration of Bapa’s mandir on 15th August 
1979.

The inauguration ceremony was performed by Shree 
Krishna Shankar Shastriji (Pujya Dadaji) from Sola, 
Ahmedabad - India at 197 Mere Road, Leicester U.K. on 
15th. August 1979. After the inauguration of Pujya Jalaram 
Bapa’s mandir, Pujya Maa handed over all responsibilities 
to late Shri Shantilal R. Thakkar and Chaganbhai Gosai.

In 1987 the mandir had to be relocated as the property 
was too small to accommodate the large volume of 
devotees. Hence the Idols of Shree Ram Bhagwan and 
Pujya Bapa were taken to their new home where they 
still stand today, at 85 Narborough road, Leicester. 

Pujya Bhanu Ma

15
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SHREE JALARAM MANDIR & COMMUNITY CENTRE – GREENFORD 

RAGHUVANSHI MAHAJAN LONDON (RAMA) – Charity Registration No. 1104605 
39 - 45 Old Field Lane South, Greenford, Middlesex, UB6 9LB, UK. Tel. +44 (0)20 8578 8088 / 9285 

email: info@jalarammandir.co.uk * websites: www.jalarammandir.co.uk  * www.jalaram.tv 
 

                                        
 
The Board of Trustees of Shree Jalaram Mandir & Community Centre Greenford is delighted to congratulate Shree 
Jalaram Temple and Community Centre – Leicester on reaching the significant milestone of the 25th Anniversary. 
Shree Jalaram Temple – Leicester and Community Centre has been more than just a place of worship. It has been a 
hub where the community came together to pray, serve and celebrate. The determined effort put in by a 
dedicated band of trustees and volunteers turned the dream seen 25 years back into a reality. Their tireless 
commitment and enthusiasm over all these years have resulted in the Temple to grow from strength to strength. 
May Bapa’s grace prevail upon and help take the Temple to even greater heights. 

With warm wishes from 
The Board of Trustees of Shree Jalaram Mandir & Community Centre - Greenford. 

* * * * * 

Board of Trustees 
Cllr. Rajni C. Khiroya (President Joint), Rashmi Chatwani (President Joint), Rajni Davda (Vice President)               

Prakash Gandecha (Secretary), Sharad T. Bhimjiyani (Treasurer),  
Praful Radia (Asst. Secretary), Asmita Masrani (Asst. Treasurer), 
Dr. Mansukh Morjaria, Laxmidas Popat, Dr. Jayendra Morjaria, 

Kishor Ghelani, Shaneel Hirani, Vinod Kanabar 
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P.O. Box 39180 - 00623, Nairobi, Kenya       Tel: +254 (020) 209132       Email: jalaramnairobi@gmail.com       Web: www.jalaramnairobi.org

JAI JALARAM

Shree Jalaram Satsang Mandal
Ring Road Parklands, near Nakmatt Ukay Centre

(Current Temporary Location - Bhagini Samaj, 77 Muththi Rd.)JAI JALARAM

13th October 2021 

SHREE JALARAM TEMPLE 

& COMMUNITY CENTRE 

85 NARBOROUGH ROAD 

LEICESTER LE3 0LF 

UNITED KINGDOM 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

The Trustees, Chairman and Committee Members of Shree Jalaram Satsang Mandal, Nairobi, with great 

joy take this opportunity to congratulate the Jalaram Temple and Community Centre, Leicester on the 

celebration of their 25th Anniversary. 

 

We rejoice and celebrate with you on your Silver Anniversary as we all continually spread the 

name and teachings of Sant Shree Jalarambapa.  

 

This Mandir is a milestone of the Hindu Community settled in Leicester. 

  

We pray that Bapa will continue to uphold you as you continue to honor and Glorify him and 

may his Blessings be your delight and his Prayers your strength. 

 

Thanking you, 

Yours sincerely,  

For and on behalf of: 

Shree Jalaram Satsang Mandal 

 

 

 

JAYESH ASHER 

CHAIRMAN 
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Our best wishes and heartiest congratulations on 
25th Anniversary to

The Trustees & the Management Team of  
Shree Jalaram Temple & Community Centre, Leicester

From: The Trustees & the Management Team of

Shree Jalaram Jyot Mandir &  
Shree Shrinathji Haveli, Sudbury 

C/o Wasps Rugby Ground, 
Repton Avenue, Sudbury, Wembley, 

Middlesex HA0 3DW.
Telephone: 0208 902 8885

Website - www.jalaramjyot.co.uk
e-mail - info@jalaramjyot.co.uk

(Charity Registration 1105534 under L M (UK) Trust)
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Shantibhai Khodidasbhai Jayantibhai

JAI JALARAM

BEST WISHES FROM DHAMECHA FAMILY 
TO THE TRUSTEES OF

JALARAM TEMPLE LEICESTER

AS THEY CELEBRATE THEIR 25TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE OPENING OF THE TEMPLE

T: 020 8903 8181 • E: info@dhamecha.com • W: www.dhamecha.com
Wembley Stadium Industrial Estate, First Way, Wembley, Middlesex, HA9 0TU
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12th October 2021 
 
Mr Pramod Thakkar 
Chair of Trustees 
Jalaram Prathna Mandal 
 
On behalf of the Trustees and the Management Committee of Heartsearch – the 
Leicester Cardiovascular Charity, I would like to congratulate Shree Jalaram Temple on 
your 25th Birthday. This is an outstanding achievement and an important milestone in 
the Temple’s history and something that you, and we all can be very proud of.  
 
The whole ethos of Jalaram Bapa was to serve people and I know that the Temple and 
the Community Centre you opened in 2016 have provided enormous service and benefit 
to the people of Leicester. Long may this continue! 
 
I am especially delighted to hear of your plans to open an Organ Donation Office. 
Transplantation can be life-saving and life-transforming and this important initiative 
again illustrates the serving mission of the temple. I wish you every success in informing 
and educating the community on the benefits of organ donation.  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to personally thank the Trustees and all the 
members of the Jalaram Prathna Mandal for their tremendous dedication and 
outstanding service to the Community.  
 
With the very best wishes, 
 

 
   
Professor Sir Nilesh J Samani 
Trustee, Heartsearch 

Professor Sir Nilesh Samani awarded European 
Society of Cardiology Gold Medal

Sir Nilesh Samani, Professor of Cardiology at 
the University of Leicester, Honorary Consultant 
Cardiologist at University Hospitals of Leicester
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Late Shree Shantilal Rugnath Thakkar (Morjaria) 
07/07/1919 - 13/4/1991 

Leicester UK

Late Shreemati Lalitaben Shantilal Thakkar (Morjaria) 
05/07/1923 - 03/05/2002 

Leicester UK

With Best Wishes 
In

Loving Memory
of our beloved parents 

Shantilal Rugnath Thakkar
&

Lalitaben Shantilal Thakkar
Thakkar Parivar na Pranam

Jai Jalaram
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We would like to extend our  
heartiest congratulations to  

Shree Jalaram Temple, Leicester  
on its 25th Anniversary.  

May your great success serve the community 
for many years to come.

From Jayantilal & Jasodaben Chandarana
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WWiitthh  bbeesstt  wwiisshheess  oonn  tthhee
2255tthh AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  SShhrreeee  JJaallaarraamm  TTeemmppllee,,  LLeeiicceesstteerr

IInn  lloovviinngg  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  oouurr  llaattee  ppaarreennttss

Chandni & Sachin
Ruhi, Ridhi & Dharam

Diti & Ketan Ramniklal Kotecha
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We take this opportunity to express our 
congratulations on this joyous occasion to celebrate 
25 years of Shree Jalaram Mandir in Leicester. 
Bapa’s Mandir is visited by thousands of people of 
all ages from across The UK and round the world. 
It is heart warning to know that the Mandir has 
contributed much to this city. Inspired by Jalaram 
Bapa’s charitable and selfless nature, not only is the 
Mandir a place of worship, but also serves the local 
community with food and shelter for the homeless. 

At a time of crisis, the Mandir has not stood still, but 
has boldly stepped forward and has teamed up to 
open a Covid-19 Vaccination Centre. Furthermore, 
It is exciting to learn that the Mandir is looking to 
the future and has taken next step in opening the 
Organ donation centre. 

The Mandir has been a wonderful addition to the City 
and is fondly known as ‘the gateway to Leicester.’

We look forward to another 25 years of providing a 
place of devotion and service to the community. 

Jai Jalaram 
Birju and Jaimina Ghelani

LEICESTER’S BEST LOCAL 
PROVIDER OF CHILDCARE

• Quality childcare for children aged 6 weeks to 5 years

• Full-time and part-time sessions available

• Track your child’s progress and daily reports with our 
 online App

• Large, secure gardens for outdoor learning, discovery 
 and play

• All childcare vouchers accepted and we are registered 
 with the Government Childcare Choices portal

stgeorgesnursery.com

St. George’s
Nursery Schools

AYLESTONE
CALL: 0116 2833383

ENDERBY
CALL: 0116 2849700

ST GEORGE’S NURSERY 
IS POPULAR WITH 

PARENTS WHO WANT 
THE HIGHEST STANDARDS 

OF CHILDCARE AND 
EDUCATION FOR THEIR 

CHILDREN.

Speak to us Today!

FUNDED
PLACES

for 2 & 3*

YEAR OLDS

NARBOROUGH
CALL: 0116 2865170

OADBY
CALL: 0116 2716161

*Terms & Conditions apply

“I like the friendly 
approachable 
attitude of 
the staff. The 
creation learning 
my child partakes 
in and the amount 
of outdoor play”
~Parent
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Cllr Ajay Maru  

Kenton West Ward 
                      Tel: 020 8424 1897 (group office) 

                         Email: ajay.maru@harrow.gov.uk  
Website: www.ajaymaru.com  

Twitter: @AjayHMaru 
 
 
 

Jai Jalaram and Pranaam,  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Shree Jalaram Temple & Community Centre 
Leicester, UK, with the entire team of trustees, committee members, volunteers and all the devotees 
on their 25th Anniversary. 
It is great that the Temple is used as a community centre, where a large number of people benefit in 
various ways from gatherings to food distributions, helping and assisting the needy, now as an organ 
donation centre and much more. 
Bapa has a large number of followers Globally as well as in the UK and Europe, it is fantastic to see 
them based in Leicester where there is great diversity. 
 
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, it was a great honour to be part of the temple celebrations where 
Pramodbhai and his team organised the first World Wide Virtual Jalaram Jayanti Celebration 2020 with 
darshans of Bapas temples around the world, with great entertainment including renowned bhajan 
singers too. It was an amazing and once in a lifetime experience, sitting in front of the screen and 
being able to celebrate and see activities at Bapas temples all around the world. Truly a blessed 
experience. 
 
May I wish you all the very best for the years to come and God Bless, Jai Jalaram 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 

 
 

Cllr Ajay Maru 
Kenton West Ward  
Cabinet Assistant for Business 
Former Mayor of Harrow (2014-2015) 
 

Harrow Council, Civic Centre PO Box 2, Station Road, Harrow, HA1 2UH  
tel: 020 8863 5611 fax: 020 8424 1237 web: www.harrow.gov.uk 
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On this Happy Occasion  
Remembering With Fond Memories  

from all members of 
Tanna Parivar.

Tanna Parivar  

wish all devotees  

Jai Jalaram Bapa and Jai Virbaimaa 

Late Girdharbhai Gordhandas Tanna Late Girdharbhai Gordhandas TannaLate Sudhaben Himatbhai Tanna Late Himatbhai Girdharbhai Tanna
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It gives me immense pride to learn that Shree Jalaram Temple & 
Community  Centre  is  celebrating  it’s  25th  anniversary.  The 
management board of the mandir has made everyone proud by 
being  active  in  their  support  for  those  in  need,  providing  hot 
meals and more to the most vulnerable in the community. 
  
This consistent approach to voluntary community service at the 
temple and community centre only comes through persistence, 
hard work and commitment to a worthwhile cause and  I would 
like to commend Pramodbhai Thakkar and his fellow trustees for 
their hard work.  
 
On  behalf  of  Lohana  Community  of  United  Kingdom,  I 
congratulate  the  trustees and  the management board of Shree 
Jalaram Temple & Community Centre on completing 25 years of 
excellent service to the community in the name of Jalaram Bapa. 
 

Ram Nam Me Lin Hai, Dekhat Sab Me Ram, Ta Ke Pad 
Vandan Karu, Shree Jay Jay Jay Jalaram Bapa. 
 
Best regards 
 

 
Bharat A Sodha 
President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lohana Community 
Of 

United Kingdom 
 

 
 

Bharat A Sodha 
President 

 
Jay Ruparelia 

Secretary General 
 
 

Affiliated Members 
Ashton‐U‐Lyne 
Birmingham 

Bolton 
Cambridge 
Coventry 

Derby & Nottinghamshire 
Leicester 

East London 
North London 
South London 
West London 
Loughborough 

Luton 
Manchester 
Milton Keynes 

Northamptonshire 
Norfolk 

Peterborough 
South West & Wales 
South End on Sea 
Southampton 

                              

 
WWW.lcuk.org.uk 

 
LCUK, 3A The Lee, Northwood, Middlesex, HA6 3HT 

Tel: 07792 772 202    Email: bharatasodha@gmail.com 
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In loving Memory of a beautiful 
Wife-Mother – Baa –Nani

An ardent devotee of Pujya Bapa,  
who would have been very proud and honoured  

to celebrate and commemorate the  
25th Anniversary of the mandir’s divine inauguration.

Jai Shri Krishna, Jai Siya Ram & Jai Jalaram

From her dear husband 
Shree Dullabhjibhai Bhimji Lakhani

Her beloved children 
Dipak & Pratibha, Mukesh & Nayan, Harish & Smita  
Sanjay & Sadhna Lakhani, Sangita & Satish Kanani, 

Deena & Nilesh Samani

And all her grandchildren & great grandchildren

Lakhani Parivan na Jai Siya Ram
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PRESIDENT 
Mr Dinesh Shonchhatra 

1 Bentley Way 
Stanmore 
HA7 3RR 

 
Mob:  07956 810 647 

Email: dinesh@majorestate.com 

SECRETARY 
Mr Ronak Paw 
10 Alwyn Close 

Elstree, Borehamwood, 
WD6 3LF 

 
Mob:  07803 589 429 

Email: ronakpaw@btinternet.com  

 

 

 

 
 
 

Dinesh Shonchhatra 
LCNL President 2021-2023 

 

Jai Jalaram ~ Jai Siya Ram ~ Jai Shree Krishna,  

I feel proud and privileged to write this message offering my congratulations to Jalaram 
Mandir Leicester on the milestone of the 25th Anniversary of the mandir. 

Let us also reflect, remember, and keep in our prayers those who have sadly departed and 
those who are suffering the effects from the dark cloud of Covid-19.  We have grown together 
in support of one another with a true Hindu spirit and this will be further reinforced as we 

continue to deal and live with this pandemic. It is not surprising that Jalaram Mandir 
Leicester have been at the forefront and active during this difficult time with the ethos of sewa 

in serving the local community where they engaged with prasad food distribution, welfare, 
social and charitable events.  

Significantly, Bhajan and Bhojan (the essence and values of Bapa) is maintained by the 
Jalaram Mandir Leicester every Sunday.  Indeed, even during the lockdown, Bhojan prasadi 

was distributed using Tiffin service which is really amazing.  

I congratulate Jalaram Mandir Leicester on the upcoming opening of the Virbai Maa 
Community Centre and also the life impacting Organ Donation Centre. Both of which are so 

worthy for the community. 

I commend you for this wonderful publication. My heartfelt good wishes to Jalaram Mandir 
including all the leaders and volunteers as you continue with the amazing work that you carry 

out for the benefit the community. 

I look forward to visiting the Jalaram Mandir Leicester for Jalaram Bapa’s darshan, blessings 
and meeting the devotees. 

Personally I felt Jalaram Bapa’s divine vibes and feel blessed and proud to play a role in 
serving the community. 

Jai Jalaram ~ Jai Siya Ram ~ Jai Shree Krishna 

From all at LCNL 
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In loving memory of our late father

Arti Jewellers wishing a happy  
25th anniversary to Jalaram Temple

Sunderjibhai Shamji Soni

Arti Jewellers
65 narborough road, leicester LE3 0LE

T: 0116 254 5091

WWW.ARTIJEWELLERS.COM
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Jai Siya Ram
Jai Shree Krishna
Jai Jalaram

Congratulations to the board of trustees both past and present 
of the Jalaram Mandir Leicester on the 25th anniversary of the 
new mandir. You have not only made Leicester proud, but also 
the UK by making this Jalaram mandir a temple away from Virpur. 
Every time we have come there we have noticed the ambience 
and energy of Jalaram Bapa. We have travelled multiple times to 
Leicester with our children and for them it is like visiting Virpur, 
and we spend a lot of time there looking at the paintings and having a good 
darshan of Jalaram Bapa. When we come to the temple it looks like it was built 
last year. The workmanship, fine details and materials used will last forever. 
Above all the cleanliness of the temple. Always the deities are very nicely 
decorated by the priests Bupendrabhai and Rajubhai.

The temple not only is religious but also helps the community with awareness of 
organ donation and now it also used by the community for Covid vaccinations. 
It has to be noted to reach this state the trustees not only need the skill but 
the willpower as well.

Best wishes for years and years to come.

Keep up the good work.

Jyoti, Rajnibhai,  
Radhika, Jai, Puja, Dr Radhika, Suraj, Siana, Isha  
and the Morarji Kieran Thakrar Parivar



Jamatkhana & The Mandir
My Memories ... Madat Ahamed Ex Mukhi- Jamat Khana
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My memories 
about the Jalaram 
Mandir moving 

opposite our Jamatkhana 
and my regular contact 
with Shantibhai Thakkar.

When the Jalaram 
Mandir opened opposite 
our Jamatkhana on 
Narborough Road, I was 
mukhi (head) of the Ismaili 

Community in Leicester. During the renovation of the 
mandir, Shantibhai was always there. I knew Shantibhai 
from the Charnwood Lions Club as he was our charter 
member.

As I used to come to Jamatkhana everyday in the evening, 
I would meet Shantibhai and he used to keep me posted 
on the progress of the renovations at the mandir and 
eventually the mandir did open and I had the honour of 
being invited to the opening.

In the beginning there used to be many people, mainly 
women, who would start climbing the stairs leading to 
our Jamatkhana, which opened in the evenings only, and 
usually I would be there and I used to tell them “here 
you will find Jalaram without Paghdi. The one you need 
is opposite.” I used to call Shantibhai and shout “moklavu 
chu” and we used to laugh.

One episode comes to my mind when one day 
Shantibhai told me, “I am sending a tray of mithai to 

your Jamatkhana. Will you distribute them among your 
members?” I agreed and he sent the mithai. After a while 
we had some extra biriyani and my members asked me 
“what should we do with it?” I asked them to wait and I 
shouted for Shantibhai. I said “I am sending biriyani, is it 
ok?” He came running and said “don’t do it. They will kick 
me out!” And we really laughed. I have many such fond 
memories about this most cordial relationship between 
our two communities.

One statement he kept repeating was “the day you sell 
this Jamatkhana you must give it to us.” Even in those 
days he had dreams. I am glad his dreams are becoming 
a reality with efforts by his children and the Jalaram 
Community.

I am glad my relationship with many members of the 
Jalaram community still remains very strong and cordial.

I visited the ex-Jamatkhana with a few members of our 
community kindly facilitated by Naresh Popat and we 
were all extremely impressed by what you have done 
with the building. Our best wishes and prayers are there 
for your success.



Jalaram Charitable Trust - Leicester 
The Work of the Mandir & Multi Cultural Activities  Pramod Thakkar
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At Jalaram Charitable Trust, we adhere closely to 
the teachings of Shree Jalaram Bapa who was 
famous for his devotion to feeding the needy and 

the poor in Virpur, Gujarat, and practiced the principle: 
“Service to man is service to God”.

Our Trust regularly supports various local charitable 
causes and worthy overseas projects, whilst ensuring that 
our children learn and practice the basic fundamentals 
of service, taking responsibility for working with other 
communities and charities to foster good relationships 
and endorse community cohesion.

The Trust’s credibility, earned over the last 40 years, 
coupled with the collective experience and achievement 
of the organisation, its trustees and management, means 
that we can guide our community in the right direction 
and prepare it to meet the challenges of the future. We 
believe the strong links that we have built, combined with 
the infrastructure we have put in place, will secure the 
future of our community in the hands of future generations.

Our conscious efforts, in bringing together members of 
the public during Hindu religious and cultural festivals, 
have created a great sense of belonging and harmony 
in our community. The Jalaram Charitable Trust has 
always played a key role in the multi-cultural society 
of Leicester and emphasised the benefits of collective 
working for the improvement of cultural understanding 
and tolerance, both within the city and further afield.

Our aim is to bring unity within Hinduism, to create good 
relationships with all faiths and to become a Centre of 
Excellence for Hinduism and our Hindu culture. The 

Temple has a library with religious books in English 
and Gujarati which is used by young and old alike. Our 
Mission is to answer the unanswered questions of “whys, 
whats and whos”

We will reinforce our collaboration with the Oxford 
Centre for Hindu Studies, (OCHS) a recognised centre 
of excellence at Oxford University. Initiatives are now 
underway in order to create a knowledge centre that 
can be used as a point of reference for those who wish 
to quote our culture and religion.

The Trust is the first Hindu Charitable Trust to have 
pledged £60,000 over six years to the Oxford Centre 
for Hindu Studies for the research into and publishing of 
our scriptures. The Leicester Friends of OCHS have used 
the Jalaram Community Centre to promote dialogue and 
a better understanding of our religion and to create a 
platform for interfaith discussions.

The Trust, through our membership, started an appeal 
for those caught in the earthquake disaster in Kuch, 
Gujarat, and received donations, raised in just one day, 
of over £50,000. As I had personally witnessed young 
children bringing their piggy banks to Bapa’s mandir, 
I felt the responsibility of ensuring that their pennies 
went directly to the needy and I made the decision 
to visit the earthquake region in Bhuj, Gujarat. Here, I 
ensured the purchase of sewing machines for women 
and carts for men for which we donated the sum of 
£30,000. The balance of the funds raised was donated 
to Niruben Amin of Adalat who had taken between 10 
and 15 orphans to Ahmedabad where they slept in bunk 
beds in two rooms. Since my visit to Adalat, I have learnt 
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that the orphaned children rescued by Niruben, are now 
are all professionals and are, indeed, giving their Sewa 
to the charity which has now grown from 2 rooms into a 
large centre with bungalows and flats which are owned 
by both local Indians and overseas devotees. A five-star 
hotel has also been built at Adalat.

Jalaram Charitable Trust has continued to support 
various needy charities in the UK, Africa and India. The 
construction in 1992 of the new, purpose built, Jalaram 
Mandir on Narborough Road, Leicester, has not only 
served the needs of devotees for the last 29 years for 
daily worship and the hosting of regular festivals; but 
the Mandir has also become a place of pilgrimage and 
an international tourist attraction, visited by religious 
saints, authors and students.

 First Milestone - 15th to 23th July 2006
To commemorate the 10th Anniversary of the Temple, it 
has to its credit the hosting of a Ram Katha, the largest 
Hindu event to date in the City of Leicester. Sant Shree 
Morari Bapu, a renowned religious leader, recited the 
Ram Katha and spread the message of ‘Love, Truth and 
Compassion’ and the principles of Hinduism over the 
festival’s 9 days.

The Ram Katha was attended by over 50,000 visitors 
and devotees from all over the world. Members of many 
faiths and political leaders attended, including David 
Cameron then leader of the Conservative party, and 
renowned Bollywood actor Amitabh Bachchan.

 It was a very special moment for the 600 volunteers 
from all communities who had gathered to serve and the 
whole event was broadcast on TV throughout the world.

Second Milestone - 10th July 2016
Over the years the Trustees purchased the community 
centre opposite the Mandir from the Aga Khan 
Foundation. This has since been modernised and 

renovated to a very high standard with 6 flats on the 
top floor. 

To Mark the 20th anniversary of the Jalaram Temple’s 
opening, the Trust inaugurated a new Community 
Centre opposite the Temple. Bapa’s new community 
centre has been designed in such an iconic way that the 
total complex along with the existing temple will become 
known as ‘Bapa’s Gateway to Leicester “

2016-19
Since 2016 and the opening of the Jalaram Community 
Centre and Jalaram Temple has been actively promoting 
Bapas Ethos and the Jalaram community centre has 
become a hub for the multi-cultural city of Leicester .
 
 Regular Events:
• Jalaram Balvikas, the Saturday Gujarati School which 

also organises different activities.
• One Roof Winter Project, during winter months we 

provide night shelter for the homeless people whoare 
given comfort and provided with warm meals and beds 
at night.

• Sadavrat, following Bapas Ethos weekly Bhajans and 
Jalaram prashadhi keeps the community connected.

• Organ Donation - Jalaram Temple, under the slogan 
‘Jalaram Bapa leads the way on Organ Donation’,is 
working closely with NHSBT & JHOD to encourage 
Hindus to ‘Opt In & Not Out’.

• Sunday Bhajans & Prashadhi - every Sunday we have 
Bhajans by various locally renowned Bhajans Singers, 
followed by Prashadhi at the Jalaram Community 
Centre.

• Annual Medical camps - Charnwood Lions Club holds 
annual medical camps at the Temple.

• Climate Change - David Attenborough’s Green Planet 
Project - the Jalaram community centre subscribes 
to David Attenborough’s Green Planet project, and 
makes sure that single use plastic is banned.
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Present Trustees & Operating Team
Mahendrabhai Pandya (Chief Priest), Ashaben Chandarana (Utsavs),  

Artiben Chandarana (Secretary), Sunilbhai Budhdeo (PRO),  
Pramodbhai Thakkar (Chairman), Piyushbhai Lakhani (Finance),  
Bhadrashilbhai Trivedi (Trustee) Rajendrabhai Pandya (Priest) 

Trustees inset photos- Jayantibhai Chandarana, Ketanbhai Kotecha & Birjubhai Ghelani 
Ajay Jobanputra (Web Master)

Ex Trustees
Late Chhaganbhai Gosai, Madhubhai Gheewala, Late Shantibhai G Thakkar,  

Late Rasikbhai Ruparell, Hasmukhbhai Tanna, Nareshbhai Popat, 
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Bhadrashil Trivedi - Trustee 

Bhadrashil Trivedi was born 
in Kampala, Uganda on 
16th September, 1934, He 
completed his studies to 

primary and secondary level in Kampala, before 
going to Bombay, India where he obtained a 
Degree in Bachelor of Commerce and Economics 
from Bombay University in 1954. 

He has the honour and privilege of serving as 
a Trustee for Shree Jalaram Temple since the 
inception of the Trust when he was invited by Late 
Shantilalbhai Thakkar to join the Board of Trustees. 

Jalaram Mandir has carried out some very 
worthwhile and timely deeds for humanitarian 
causes. Their work with the local community and 
the interfaith network is indeed commendable.

During the construction of the new temple 
Bhadrashil stayed in India and liaised with the 
painters and sculptors who made the Nig Mandir.

Bhadrashil is a respected member of the Leicester 
community and also renders his voluntary service 
to various organisations in Leicestershire.

Jayantibhai Vallabhdas Chandarana - Trustee

Jayantibhai has been an 
active member Lohana 
Mahajan within East Africa 
and UK holding positions of 

Executive Trustee/Chairman over the past 40 years 
and a Past-Trustee of Lohana Community of UK,. 

Jayantibhai was invited to join the board of 
Trustees in 1998. 

Jayantibhai’s philanthropic nature has led him 
to be a supporter and donor and has served the 
community on many committees and charities 

for over 50 years including, Shree Ram Mandir, 
Shree Sanatan Mandir, Shree Hindu Mandir and is 
an Executive Trustee of Shree Jalaram Prarthana 
Mandal (Mandir), Leicester.

Jayantibhai is now a retired businessmen spending 
the majority of his time serving the community. His 
personal philosophy can be best summed up by 
this quote from him 

“You can’t get very far until you start doing 
something for somebody else” .
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Bapa has always been a source of faith in our 
family and in 1998, I was invited to join the Board of 
Trustees by Pramodbhai Thakkar. I am very pleased 
to see that under his leadership, the Mandir has 
evolved just beyond a place of worship. 

Over the past 25 years, the philanthropic activities 
of the Jalaram Prarthana Mandal and Community 
Centre has grown to include The Virbai Maa 
Jalaram Community Centre, Jalaram Balvikas, 
Shelter for the homeless in the winter months, 
Sadavrat (Food & Tiffin Charity Service) and Ang 
Daan (Organ Donation).

The Mandir’s legacy has spread beyond Leicester 
also, with regular contributions to charitable 

causes in India, for example 
the annual Eye Camp at the 
Shree Anandabawa Seva 
Sanstha in Jamnagar.

I hope that our next 
generation can use this base to serve the local and 
wider communities on behalf of the Mandir.

On behalf of myself and my family, I offer my 
humble Pranaam to my fellow trustees and all the 
devotees on this auspicious Silver Jubilee occasion 
which began on the platform of the Shree Jalaram 
Jayanti Worldwide Celebrations.

Jai Jalaram

Birju Ghelani - Trustee

Birju’s entrepreneurial and charitable nature has 
led him to be a keen supporter of various local and 
international charities. He has worked extensively 
for over 20 years serving the local community, 
including his current philanthropic work with 
the University of Leicester and his work with 
local charities such as Heartsearch. He is also the 
founder of the international charity, Healing Little 
Hearts.

Birju takes inspiration from 
the quote from His Holiness 
Pramukh Swami Maharaj - 
“In the joy of other lies our 
own.” Living a fulfilling life is only possible when 
you contribute beyond yourself.

Birju was invited to join the board of Trustees in 
2021.

Ketan Ramniklal Kotecha - Trustee
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Late Shantilal Rugnath Thakkar - Founder President

Shantilalbhai was developing 
generation old righteous 
activities, which were at 
the heart of his life. The 

virtues, values, culture and religion were the four 
foundations of his whole being, these were the basic 
fundamentals which he applied in all community 
based activities and always worked towards doing 
something exemplary.

Shantilalbhai adopted Leicester as his city and in 
turn made it a Virpur Dham. 

In 1979 he was invited by the Sarvodaya Satsang 
Mandal to help them start a small Mandir on Mere 
Road. Graced with Bapa’s blessing, he took up 
this responsibility with gusto and with the help of 
Chagganbhai Patel and other devotees, developed 

not only a small Mandir but an iconic temple of Shree 
Jalaram Mandir, which over it’s short period has 
become an institution of stature with recognition that 
stretches across the globe. 

Shantilalbhai brought his expertise of 
entrepreneurship to a charitable institution and 
nurtured it with compassion and conviction to build 
and equip Shree Jalaram Mandir with a vision for 
future generations to continue doing God’s Work. 

Along the way with the Trustees and the managing 
committee they have raised and distributed large 
sums of money as well as built bridges with many 
institutions and charitable causes.

In doing so he has certainly left a legacy that is 
being fulfilled through the building of The Jalaram 
Community Centre. 

 

Thakershibhai during his lifetime 
as a President of Jalaram 
Prarthana Mandal, had worked 
diligently with the Leicestershire 

Police and authorities along with community leaders 
to help people in the community.

He was also involved in a number of community 
schemes and projects. In 1995 Thakershibhai was 
instrumental in obtaining a City Challenge Grant of 
£80,000 for the community centre and raised about 
£100,000 towards the building of the Jalaram Temple. 

Outside his work with the temple, he has also been 
involved with the Gujarat Hindu Association, the 

Leicestershire Hindu Festival Council, the Leicester 
Hindu Council and the National Council of Hindu 
Temples.

Over the last 30 years, another cause that he really 
believed in, was to help raise funds for the Leicester 
Charnwood Lions Club. 

His selfless work in the community led to him 
attending a millennium dinner at Buckingham Palace. 

Thakershibhai was a founding member of the 
Leicester Council of Faiths, which aims to ensure 
all races and religions are treated with respect and 
fairly represented in the city.

Late Thakershibhai - Ex President
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Chhaganbhai Gosai a renowned 
supporter of Hindu religion in Leicester, served 
as a founder Board member of the Trust since it’s 
inception in 1982, and continued to support the 
Board of Trustee’s and assisted in the day to day 
management of the Mandir. 

Late Chhaganbhai Gosai 
Ex Trustee 

Madhubhai Gheewala served as a Board member 
of the Trust since it’s inception in 1982, and 
had supported the Late Shantilal Thakkar & 
Chhaganbhai Gosai in the purchase of Mere Road 
property in 1979.

Madhubhai was inspired by his Late mother 
Ramkuverben Gheewala who along with a group 
of devoted satasangi ladies formed the Sarvoday 
Satsang Mandal which held regular Satsangs and 
prayers of Shree Jalaram Bapa. Ramkuverben 
led an exemplary life, her selfless service, and 
humanitarian works have laid a strong foundation 
of spirituality and dedication in the family.

Madhubhai Gheewala 
Ex Trustee 

Rasiklabhai Hirji Ruparell was born in Mwanza, 
Tanzania, on 18th March 1930.

Rasikbhai had a love for charitable causes and 
founded the Lions Club of Golders Green, which 
served to better the lives of the disadvantaged 
and persistently served in many other voluntary 
institutions. 

Rasikbhai was also a religious man of integrity and 
discipline and served as a Trustee of Shree Jalaram 
Mandir in Leicester. He was loved and respected 
by everyone for his candor and kind-hearted nature 
and was a great benefactor to many institutions.

Late Rasikbhai Hirji Ruparell
Ex Trustee 

Hasmukhbhai Tanna served as a secretary and 
committee member before being invited to the 
Board of Trustees.

It was his father’s great Shradha in Jalaram Baba 
which inspired him to serve the Mandir. 

Due to Hasmukh’s personal circumstances he 
could no longer carry on serving the Trust, 
however he continuously supports all activities at 
the Mandir.

Hasmukh Tanna 
Ex Trustee 



46

Shantibhai G Thakkar was appointed as a member 
of The Board of Trustee’s in it’s formative years 
and contributed with his valuable experience.

With the blessings of Bapa I was requested to become 
a trustee to continue my seva in supporting the 
Mandir to serve our community. In my short time 
as a Trustee I hope I managed to deliver Bapa’s 
ethos to serve those who are less fortunate then 
us, projects such as supporting the homeless 
people, prashad on Sunday’s and tiffin services 
through the pandemic to vulnerable in our 
community. Always in Bapa’s Seva.

Late Shantibhai G Thakkar 
Ex Trustee 

Sunilbhai Budhdeo
Ex Trustee 

Vajubhai has served our temple in the capacity as 
a Chairman of the management committee since 
the temple was first housed at Narborough Road, 
Vajubhai has worked in promoting the Mandir 
and has been involved with it’s the day to day 
activities. He is an ardent follower of Bapa and 
his teachings and contributes in all the events at 
the temple.

Vajubhai Lakhani 
Past Chairman  
Management Committee 

Shantibhai a prominent and well respected 
social worker who through his selfless 
service progressed ethos of Bapa and always 
encouraged the youths to participate. Shantibhai 
was well loved and his ability to be able to 
converse with all age groups made him popular 
within the community and devotees.

Late Shantibhai Bathia 
Past Chairman

Thank you Jalaram Bapa for accepting my seva 
and time through Jalaram Charitable Trust.

It is every devotees dream to be trusted with the 
duties of a trusteeship to serve and observe the 
principles and ethos of Bapa without expectations 
of return.

I felt after serving for 5 years as a trustee, it was 
the right time to give others a chance.

I bow to all the souls and everyone whom I 
connected through bapa’s work and pray that 
Bapa’s blessing will always be upon you all.

Nareshbhai Popat
Ex Trustee 
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My involvement with Jalaram Temple has been since 
the temple was opened in 1995. Both my mum and dad 
were actively involved with the temple which inspired 
me to do seva. Being accountant by profession I have 
been providing my services as a financial accountant 
for the mandir. My work involves recording income 
and expenditure on monthly basis and providing 
management accounts to trustees at the end of each 
month. Year end accounts and annual returns are than 
submitted on time to the charity commission thus 
keeping our records up to date.

Piyush Lakhani
Ex Financial Accountant 

I am extremely grateful for the trust and Honour given 
to me to do Seva for Jalaram Bapa as the financial 
controller at Jalaram temple Leicester at the start of 
this year. 

I am very proud and privileged to be given the 
responsibility of looking after the finances of the 
temple and ensuring they are dealt with in the correct 
manner. At the same time It has been enjoyable doing 
this seva alongside with other trustees and volunteers 
of the temple.

Jay Kotecha 
Financial Accountant

Balubhai joined Shree Jalaram Prarthana Mandal 
in 1984 first as a committee member and was 
later elected as secretary and chairman, he 
served until 1990. Balubhai has been a Jalaram 
Bapa devotee since 1948 and follows his principle 
of simple life and helping others. During his time 
at the Mandir he was in charge of the Utsav 
Committee.

Balubhai Pabari  
Past Secretary & Chairman

Vrajlabhai was actively involved with the Jalaram 
Temple taking on the roles of Vice President, 
Secretary and the Chairman of the committee. Every 
day during the morning prayers in the temple, he 
along with Savitaben would chant Bapa’s bhajans 
and conduct the daily arti.

After having lived a long life, he surrendered himself 
to God on an auspicious day of Diwali- 27th October 
2019. His loss will be forever felt by the community 
and Shri Jalaram Temple and he will be missed by all.

Late Vrajlal Dayalji Lakhani

Late Savitaben Lakhani 
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Mahendrabhai Pau
Jai Jalaram. I have been coming to 
Jalaram Mandir since 1982. This has been 
a very peaceful and calming place of 
worship; with positive vibes. My family 
and friends regularly visit the mandir 

and find it very peaceful too. Bapa’s blessings have 
helped in good and difficult times.

Pushpaben Dave
On the 25th anniversary of 
Jalaram Temple, I am lucky to have 
served Bapa at all the religious 
celebration over the last 40 years.

Ashaben Chandarana 
I am happy to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Jalaram Temple, I have 
been in Bapa’s seva over 40 years 
in different roles, as a committee 
member, also as Vice President and 
President. I manage all activities and 
major events at the temple from 

regular events like Friday and Saturday ladies Satsang 
in the mandir to all major festivals like Navratri and 
Diwali celebrations, I have huge support from our 
volunteers team.

I have managed and am responsible for both Mandir 
and Jalaram community centre where the prasadi is 
cooked and served regularly to all devotees .

I have also supported Jalaram Bal Vikas and the One 
Roof projects.

Niruben Mistry
With Bapa’s blessing I’m 
happy to be part of the 25th 
anniversary celebrations, along 
with the privilege of doing seva 
over the last 40 years.

Shukhdev Singh
Pranam to Shree 
Jalaram Bapa, I am 
honoured to have 
given Seva at the 
Mandir for the last 
10 years,

Dhrusha Chandarana
On The 25th Anniversary of Jalaram 
Temple. I consider myself lucky to 
be in Bapa’s seva for the last 15 years 
and I am also involved in all religions 
festivals where I would be involved 
in taking photographs and playing 
the dhol at our Navatri festival which is enjoyed by 
all devotees.

I have been giving my seva at One Roof Shelter for 
the last 3 years. Welcoming our guests, cooking 
and serving hot food, its the best seva and Bapa’s 
blessings. 

May Bapa shower blessings on all devotees.

Sureshbhai Patel
As a regular 
visitor to Shree 
Jalaram Temple 
and the religious 
events, I have 
been inspired 

by their work of serving the 
community in so many ways. 
It has been our honour to 
contribute our seva towards 

the temple and it’s work. 

Indiraben Dave
I have been coming to the Jalaram Mandir 
for prarthna and arti every morning for 
the past 39 years. Attending this every 
morning gives me peace all day and I 
would be lost without coming to the 
Mandir.
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Messages from the Community

On the celebrations of the 25th anniversary of Shree Jalaram Mandir my congratulations to 
the Trustees, management committee, devotees & volunteers for this proud achievement.

Shree Jalaram Mandir is an iconic place of worship with a beautiful ceiling representing 
the great Faith leaders. Mandir has played a significant community cohesion role in 
establishing good relationships with diverse communities. Mandir is always welcoming & 
hospitable to all visitors.

Bapa Jalaram Mandir has raised tremendous amount of funds for various charities. Your 
work with homeless people is exemplary. Mandir has helped & served many communities 
during the pandemic. You have always supported local organisations for example Leicester city football club & 
Police. Women & youths are playing equal roles in serving humanity. I am proud of your achievements & wish 
you all blessed celebrations.

Pray to Pujya Bapa to shower His blessings on all his followers,

Best wishes
Manjula Sood MBE

As City Mayor I would like to extend my best wishes to the Trust and all devotees on 
celebrating the 25th anniversary of Jalaram Mandir Leicester. The inspiration of Bapa’s 
life, example and teachings continues to positively influence devotees, their family, friends 
and neighbours. Bapa’s Gateway to Leicester is another wonderful example of Jalaram 
Mandir’s contribution to promote inclusiveness and peaceful coexistence of so many 
different communities in our great city.

Sir Peter Soulsby 
City Mayor
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I extend my heartiest Congratulations on behalf of Sikh Welfare & Cultural Society 
Leicester UK& International Punjabi Society Midlands for the celebration of the 25th 
Anniversary of the opening of the Jalaram Mandir. Jalaram Mandir is situated on 
Narborough Road leading to the heart of Leicester. Jalaram Mandir is most iconic site for 
the visitors to Leicester. I have participated in multi-faith service in the Jalaram Mandir 
many times and received warm welcome. The Jalaram Mandir Management Committee 
and its devotees always welcome people across all faiths and cultures to its Services and 
promote Community cohesiveness. The Sikh Welfare and Cultural Society Leicester UK 
wishes Jalaram Mandir many more such Anniversary celebrations in the future to come. 

Resham Singh Sandhu MBE DL FRSA
Chairman 
Sikh Welfare and Cultural Society Leicester UK
Ambassador For Peace ( UPF )

I am delighted the Jalaram Temple and Community Centre is celebrating its 25th Anniversary 
this year. With all the pain and perseverance with COVID-19 over the last 18 months, a celebration 
of this kind is fitting to recognise the wonderful work that the Temple has made to the citizens 
of Leicester and Leicestershire of the last quarter of a century.

I would like to recognise and thank the volunteers and the committee for their contribution 
over the years. This contribution not only has benefited the members and congregants 
to meet their religious, cultural and social needs, but the Temple has become a pivotal 
centre for supporting the response to Covid-19 and supporting vulnerable members of our 

society. From supporting the homeless, to providing food for the vulnerable, to setting up vaccination facilities, 
to hosting a multitude of inspirational events, the Temple and centre has truly become the Gateway to Leicester 
and a promoter of Community Cohesion.

As the chair of the Leicester Council of Faiths, I am grateful for the contribution the Temple has made to the 
interfaith work in the City and for the participation of dedicated individuals like Nareshbhai Popat, Pramodbhai 
Thakkar and the Late Thakersibhai Morjaria. I can proudly say that the Temple and community centre is a 
beacon of selfless service and interfaith harmony. I am in no doubt that the legacy of Jalaram Bapa will continue 
to be promoted for many more years to come and I commend all persons who have given and continue to give 
their time, efforts and prayers to help make a difference.

Fayyaz Suleman
Chairman, Leicester Council of Faiths 
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Namashkar, It give me immense pleasure to offer my heartiest congratulations to the 
President, trustees and management of J J R on the 25th anniversary of this iconic Shri 
Jalaram Mandir. The Mandir has contributed not only for prayers but in so many other 
aspects of life in particular Health, Education and Welfare of the people of Leicester of 
all faith’s. 

May Bhagwan grant his blessings to all and this Mandir to continue to add value to our 
great city of Leicester.

Diwali Mubarak to you all.

As Consul General of Uganda in the Midlands and leading member of Dawoodi Bohra 
Muslim community.

Jaffer Kapasi OBE
former Deputy Lieutenant of Leicestershire.

Many congratulations to the community at Shree Jalaram Temple and Community Centre 
Leicester on their twenty-fifth anniversary. Your work in the community, especially in 
promoting health awareness messages around organ donation and other important topics 
is greatly appreciated. I am also very grateful for your partnership and support of the work 
of the St Philip’s Centre. With every good wish.

Revd Dr Tom Wilson
Director, St Philip’s Centre

I am delighted the Jalaram Mandir is celebrating 25 years in the community. The community 
space has been a wonderful addition and I look forward to seeing what the community will 
achieve in the next 25 years.

Councillor Sarah Russell
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I have a long standing respect and fondness for Shree Jalaram Temple. This iconic and 
gateway place of worship is driven past by so many people as they enter Leicester. I 
congratulate the mandir and the Hindu community as they mark a special event to rename 
the community centre and to establish an organ donation centre. The mandir has for many 
years displayed a wider responsibility – in addition to prayer and comfort, it provides 
practical and often essential services to so many.

“I am proud that over the years, I have had the pleasure of taking so many adults and children to the mandir 
to showcase all the amazing work that it undertakes. Of course, I must also mention the pioneering painting 
on the ceiling inside the mandir as well as the entrance to the community centre which pay tribute to so many 
other world religions and beliefs. This symbolism is supported by the substance of goodwill and generosity of 
the community”.

Riaz Ravat
Deputy Director of St Philip’s Centre

Jai Jalaram

On the auspicious occasion of 25th anniversary, I would like to congratulate 
all the trustees, committee members, priests and devotees of Jalaram Mandir, 
Leicester. It was my privilege and a wonderful experience to recite the Jalaram 
Katha for three days at this divine temple known as Virpur dhaam in Europe. 
We, the devotees, are delighted for the opening of new Virbai ma Jalaram 
community center. This is such a great tribute to Virbaimaa for her unconditional 
seva and sacrifice for Bapa's sadavrat. I also appreciate the efforts of respected 
Pramodbhai and entire team for bringing together all the Jalaram temples 
worldwide virtually to celebrate Jalaram jayanti last year during the lockdown. I 
convey my best wishes and blessings to each and everyone associated with this 
wonderful Mandir and Seva of Pujya Jalaram Bapa.

Shree Piyushbhai Mehta
London
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Jai Jalaram,

We are thankful to Shree Jalaram Temple Leicester for providing us support and help 
for our organization. Whenever we ask for logistical support, Shree Pramodbhai has 
always extended his and his team’s support and so has Pujya Mahendrabhai Pandya. 
Shree Jalaram Temple has done some great initiatives including Organ Donation drive, 
Ambulance support for India and Shrimad Bhagwat Katha for the dearly departed 
souls.

We wish and pray for the ever more success and progress of Shree Jalaram Temple 
and its team to lead us in the future as they have constantly done so.

Priest Hemang Bhatt - Secretary – Federation of Hindu Priests UK

Jai Shree KrIshna, Jai Jalaram, Jai Siya Ram

I take this opportunity to Congratulate Shree Jalaram Mandir Leicester with Blessings and 
Best Wishes on this Auspicious 25th Anniversary Occasion.

“Bhukhya Ne Rotlo ne Tarasya Ne Paani” (Food for Devotees and Water for the Thirsty) 
was one of the main Ethos of Shree Jalaram Bapa who established the “Sada Vrat” many 
years ago. The Mandir has contributed and maintained the Ethos in our Western Culture 
and has always welcomed and respected all the Dignitaries Nationally and Internationally. 

As a Pujari of Shree Jalaram Mandir Greenford I Congratulate the Mandir and its Trustees 
for achieving this Milestone. With Kind Blessings and Pranam,

Achariya Shree Palkeshbhai Trivedi - Priest of Shree Jalaram Mandir Greenford, London

Jai Jalaram,

We congratulate the patrons and Trustees of Jalaram temple Leicester on their 25th 
anniversary of such a divine temple. We have been visiting the temple since 2006 
after coming back to UK from Nakuru, Kenya. The priests have always welcomed us 
when we have visited the temple. We will always support the temple as and when 
we can. Jay Jalaram.

From family of late
Valjibhai & Kantaben Thakrar
ex Nakuru, Kenya
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I am delighted that the Organ Donation Information Centre at Shree Jalaram Temple in 
Leicester is opening today. This is the first such centre of its type being established by the 
community for the community. 

The Hindu and Jain communities have made remarkable progress in promoting organ 
donation in the last few years, thanks to the amazing work being done by many passionate 
and committed volunteers. Survey results show that 80% of Hindus know about the change 
in law on to "opt out" in England, but only 50% of Hindus have registered to donate organ 
donation. This new Centre will make a significant contribution in increasing registrations. 
JHOD will, of course, be delighted to strengthen its partnership with the Jalaram Mandir. 

My congratulations to Pramodhbhai Thakkar, Bharat Patel and everyone at the Mandir for 
establishing this innovative centre.

Kiritbhai Modi
Chairperson of JHOD and President of the NKF.

On the 25th anniversary of Jalaram Bapas Temple (Leicester)

“Ang Daan (Organ Donation) donating an Organ is the ultimate gift mankind can give 
to a fellow human being. There are no barriers to donation in the hindu religions and 
by donating you are giving a new lease of life to someone. “ Our temple is dedicated 
and committed to the work of Ang Daan, Ang seva is a form of Seva every Hindu 
should participate in making the difference to mankind that counts.

Bharat and Avril Patel
Organ Donor Lead Jalaram Temple Leicester.

Worked for sunrise radio (Leicester),Sabras radio,Geet F.m and many more radio stations 
as a gujarati language presenter.

Done so many gujarati play’s and travel all over U.K.

Currently working with Organ project,with shri jalaram temple,and working on play on 
organ donation.best wishes

Hemendra Modi
Sanskar Radio Presenter.



I am delighted to send this message as we celebrate 25th Anniversary of Jalaram 
Temple on Narborough Road, Leicester. I have been involved with the Temple since 
Late Shree Shantibhai Thakkar first established the Temple on Mere Road in 1979. I 
am really pleased to see the progress of the organisation since it moved to a purpose 
built new Temple on Narborough Road and this this has only been possible with the 
blessings of Pujya Jalaram Bapa and the total dedication of Late Shree Shantibhai and 
subsequently commitment of Pramod Thakkar and family.

Jalaram Temple has always played an active part in supporting the local community 
and has regularly made generous donations to good causes both locally and 

internationally over all these years. Working in partnership with Leicester Charnwood Lions Club, where Late 
Shree Shantibhai Thakkar was a Charter Member, the Temple has supported various medical camps to bring 
awareness to the local community of diabetes, blood pressure and taking regular exercise and suggesting 
good diet to maintain good health.

Early last year at the begging of the pandemic and the first lockdown the Temple joined hands with Leicester 
Charnwood Lions Club, Randall Foundation and More Restaurant to provide free meals for hard working front 
line staff from NHS.

I take this opportunity to congratulate the Trustees and all the hard working members of the Temple on 
completing 25 years at this site and pray to Pujya Bapa to continue to shower His blessings on all. 

With Very Best Wishes

Bhikhu Hindocha FCA JP
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My wife Gita and I are delighted to send our best wishes on 25th Anniversary of 
Jalaram Temple, Leicester which has been a centre point for Hindu community. 
Heartiest congratulations on this achievement to Shri Pramod Thakkar, Chairman and 
all Trustees:

Gautam Bodiwala, CBE, JP, DL, DSc (Hon), MS, FRCS,FRCP,FRCEM

Previously Head of A&E Dept. Leicester Royal Infirmary and World, President, 
International Federation for Emergency Medicine
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I am so delighted that on this 25th Anniversary celebrations of Jalaram Temple the Trustees have asked 
me , as a past Trustee , to draft a short note for this Souvenir publication. I take my hats off to all the 
trustees for having a vision of equality and agreeing to rename our Community Hall as Virbai Maa 
Jalaram Community Centre. This is indeed conveying Bapa’s ethos of treating all equally and respecting 
all the female devotees of the Temple.

My association with Jalaram temple in Leicester started in early 1970’s when my Father and mother , 
Late Girdharbhai Tanna and Late Jamunaben Tanna became strong devotees of the Temple. In addition to this this both 
my Father and Mother in Law, Late Vajubha and Late Savitaben Lakhani, were for many many years part of this Temple. 
Their services over the years have been kindly acknowledged by all Devotees of Jalaram Temple. The Tradition of assisting 
the Temple has been carried on by various members of both our families over the years and even today Piyush Lakhani 
is there to assist wherever he can.

On this auspicious occasion I take this opportunity to wish all the Trustees and Devotees Bapa’s humble Pranams and 
encourage all to build up on the excellent reputation of Jalaram Temple for a further 25 Years, May Bapa Bless All

Hasmukbhai Tanna

Jai Shree Krishna and Jai Jalaram to all Members, and I pray that you are all safe and well. 

My Heartiest congratulations to all Trustees and members of Jalaram Temple, on the 
25th Anniversary of Shree Jalaram Temple, Leicester. 

To reach a quarter of the century is a momentous. The thriving nature of your sincere 
hard work and dedication milestone to build a such a beautiful temple in Leicester 
known as gateway of Leicester Bapa nu Mandir. I am impressed by the professional 
Seva by Trustees and Mandir is well known for the Charity work throughout the World.

On this occasion I would like to Pray Tribute to Founder Member late Shree Shantilal R Thakkar and Smt 
Lalitaben S Thakkar and all the Founder members of the Temple for their Contribution of Seva in the early of 
stages of the Mandir.

With the Blessings of Shree Krishna and Pujya Jalaram Bapa we are very pleased to see the progress of the 
Temple. Well done, and here’s to the next 25 Years. 

I pray Jalaram Bapa that you all continue to serve our Sanatan Dharma in future for our elderly and young 
generations.

Jai Shree Krishna 
Ramanbhai C Barber. MBE DL
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Congratulations for the 25th aniversary of Shree Jalaram Temple Leicester.

I thank you all trustees and committee members for creating a Virpur like atmosphere for 
Bapas darshan in Leicester

Jai Jalaram
Vinodbhai Popat

Bhagwat Samaran to All,

It is with the greatest pleasure that my wife Aruna and I extend our congratulations 
to the board of trustees, on celebrating the twenty fifth Anniversary of Shree Jalaram 
Temple. Moving of Shree Jalaram Temple from Melbourne Road, and building the new 
temple in its present location is an incredible achievement you should all be proud of.

We wish the committee continued success over the years to come, and are confident 
that with Thakorji’s and Jalarambapa’s krupa, you will achieve much more and continue 
to serve the local community.

Jai Shree Krishna and Jai Jalaram to all

Praful Thakrar

Congratulations to Jalaram Temple Leicester on your 25th Anniversary, wishing you all the very 
best. You are doing a fantastic job.

Shital Adatia 
President 
Shree Hindu Temple and Community Centre

Having been attending the Mandir for over 30 years now, and seen the changes in the past 
Thirty years , it’s a great tribute to hard work of the Trustees , former Committee members 
and of course the Pujaris in elevating Jalaram Bapa's Mandir to its present state, and long may 
it continue !!!

A very happy 25th Anniversary,

Jai Jalaram .
Nidhesh Rabheru
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Our heartfelt gratitude to Shree Jalarambapa for protecting us all under his canopy of 
compassion. 

Over the 25 years, Bapa you have protected us individually and collectively through Covid 19. 

Without discriminating, you have helped people of all faiths. You have helped support the 
homeless, the needy and the sick through the Seva vrat of your devotees.

 We are eternally grateful to you Bapa.

We wish Shree Jalaram Mandir Leicester our best wishes and through Bapa’ s blessings, may 
you continue serving humanity under Jalarambapa’s guidance and protection.

Harshad & Ranjanben Saujani

Over the past 5 years, Jalaram Charitable Trust has welcomed me into their family. It 
brings me great pleasure serving the trust and community with my years of experience in 
Facility Management and as a Health & Safety Executive.
The Mandir & Community Centre operate on a digital platform away from the old paper-
back files. This allows its contractors, trustees and service users fast and live information 
keeping the buildings and its operational structure performing at high standards.
I look forward in serving more years with JCT and supporting its service to Jalaram Bapa 
and mankind.

Ajit Singh
Operations Director 

It was a great pleasure to provide our services of Structural Engineering and Project 
Management on the building works of Jalaram Mandir, Leicester. We wish Jalaram Mandir 
and the Community Centre a warm congratulations for their 25th Anniversary. Mr Pramod 
Thakkar and his fellow Trustees and the Mandir Committee were excellent team to work with 
during this prestigious project. May you have many more years to continue with excellent 
services and to provide facilities to our Hindu community in Leicester.

Mahesh Chadha, 
MKC Design Consultants, Leicester.
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In November 2020, it was an honour for us to be part of the prestigious, and 
first global event organised by Shree Jalaram Prarthna Mandal of Leicester, to 
commemorate the 100th Jalaram Jayanti of Pujya Shree Jalaram Bapa. 

The event was further enhanced by the wonderful presence of devotees across 
the globe via Zoom and made all the more special due to Covid, regardless of 
which the event was an outstanding success and particularly memorable for us 
as we also marked on the same day, the 90th birthday of our beloved mother/ 
nanimaa Shree Shanta Ben Gopaldas Kotak. 

The congregation of the management, voluntary staff and devotees that came together to organise the event, 
made every effort to ensure the live attendance, as well as the virtual attendance of devotees, was projected in its 
entirety to show the love, respect, belief and devotion for Pujya Shree Jalaram Bapa.

The Leicester Jalaram Mandir committee has continued to lead in this way for the last several years and provided 
the people of Leicester with ongoing opportunities to partake in memorable events in honour of Pujya Shree 
Jalaram Bapa.

We look forward to continuation of the same in future and we should all endeavour to provide the very best 
of support to the amazing leaders such Pujya Shree Mahebdrabhai, Shree Pramod bhai Thakar and the rest of 
the team including all the devout volunteers of the Mandir that work rigorously towards making such events 
possible for us all.

Nita G. Kotak & Dr Bijna Kotak Dasani MBE

Wishing Jalaram Community Centre every success for 25th anniversary and its 
endeavours to support worthy causes. Pramod and Trustees are forward thinking, 
willing to adopt new initiatives in this ever changing world we live in. 

Ranu Mehta Radia - founder Sai School  
& Rupa Ruparell, Calgary, Canada.
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Jai Jalaram

I feel very honoured to have been invited by Shree Pramodbhai Thakker to give a short brief 
and vision of Jalaram Mandir Leicester at its forthcoming 25th Anniversary this month.

Quarter of a century for Jalaram Mandir especially out of India is a milestone and a feather 
in its cap and reflects hard work of all trustees and support of the community at large.

Our religion and culture is protected by the presence of Mandirs for all but especially for 
our generation born in the United Kingdom.

My personal experience as a child was Jalaram Darshan and Prasad at Jalaram Mandir at Virpur in 1955 and 
since then I have been a Jalaram Bapa devotee.

At a tender age of 18 Jalarambapa accepted Bhojalram as his Guru and with his blessings started the first ever 
Sadavrat and this tradition has continued to serve food free of charge ever since. Behind every successful man 
there is a woman and here was Virbai who worked hand in hand with Bapa. Sadavrats all over the world have 
never run out of food ever since it started.

I congratulate the hard working trustees of Jalaram Temple Leicester not only in its celebration of the 25th Anniversary 
but also for the official opening of both the Organ Donor Centre and Virbaimaa Jalaram Community Centre.

Dr Navin Amarshi Thakrar
General Practitioner, London, UK

I am very grateful to Jalaram Mandir Leicester who have always supported me for my 
various charity events, with their invaluable support I have raised the funds to support 
Alex’s wish charity, Anthony Nolan Trust, AIMS charity and also for the current project 
that is taking place in Northern Uganda near Lira town under the charity Medaid UK. 
I really appreciate Pramod Thakkar for supporting me over the years. 

Wishing Jalaram Temple 
Leicester a joyous 25th 
Anniversary Celebrations.

Dhirubhai Shah
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Jai Shree Krishna
Jay Jalaram

Living in the UK we are extremely proud to have the Jalaram Mandir in 
Leicester, know fondly as the Bapa’s Virpur. It stands as the gateway to 
leicester, the first and last as you enter and leave. The mandir has provided 
so much guidance, so many first’s, entertained so many dignitaries, held 
so many functions, yet kept its soul and humbleness.

The management team led by Pramodbhai Thaker has kept the message 
clear and in the face of many challenges, kept us informed and relevant.

May the management team continue to lead the UK with Bapa’s message. 

Divesh, Anand, Moti, Alka & Sailesh Barchha

I have been creating cakes for Hindu religious events for around 8 years. My inspiration 
for Bapa’s cakes is from my deep faith in him and from the katha recitals mostly narrated 
by our Shastri Shri Piyushbhai Mehta. The motivation comes from the Lohana Community 
South London who have been supporting my art all these years.  I am passionate about 
cake decorating and simply love that I can use cake art to tell everyone about Bapa, his 
work and service to humanity. I am always humbled yet amazed how my imagination 
comes to life on the cakes. Bapa makes it happen every time.

Minal Hemmraj

I’m truly delighted to hear that Shree Jalaram Temple & Community Centre are 
celebrating it’s silver Jubilee. This is a mammoth task and strong hard-working 
leaders like Mr Pramodbhai Thakkar and his team deserves a massive recognition.

I would lie to take this opportunity to congratulate the entire team at Shree Jalaram 
temple and Community Centre on celebrating their 25th years of outstanding service

Jai Shree Krishna, Jalaram Bapa Ki Jai,

Lalit Sodha D.C. CBO.
Doctor of Chiropractic



62

Jai Jalaram, 

A wonderful and pious journey of devotion & good deeds truly deserved, hearty hearty congratulations to 
whole team of Jalaram Bapa’s Mandir Leicester on the super successful completion of a milestone of silver 
jubilee 25 years 

May Jalaram Bapa shower his choicest blessings on you all and we pray that God fulfil all the wishes of all the team 
members, keep doing such good work as you all are an example & guiding light to many devotees, 

May God give you all more energy strength 
& good health for many more good events & 
work from such a wonderful team.

Goverdhanbhai L Sodha 
On behalf of all the Trustees of Bangalore 
Jalaram Mandir  
(Founder) Shree Jalaram Seva Trust - 
Bangalore South India

Heartiest Felicitations from Shree Jalaram Mandal Western Australia to Jalaram 
Temple Leicester Trustees, Committee Members as well as the Jalaram Devotee 
Community of Leicester on the memorable milestone of completing 25 years of faith 
and service... This is a wonderful achievement and well deserving of all the accolades 
and celebrations...we feel privileged to be included in the Jalaram Family worldwide 
and it gave us immense pleasure toff participate in the first ever International 
Jalaram Jayanti Virtual Celebrations 2020 and connecting with all Jalaram Devotees 
the world over...Yet another feather in the cap for the Jalaram Temple Leicester... 

Congratulationsf and Jai Jalaram from all of us @ SJMWA here in Perth, Western Australia...We look forward to 
inviting you all to our own Celebrations to commemorate the grand opening of our Shree Jalaram Sanatan Mansir 
and Community Centre next year in 2022.... Here’s wishing you all success and best wishes for all endeavours in 
following the footsteps of our Pujya Shree Jalaram Bapa and make his name shine throughout this world.

Jai Jalaram...

Shree Jalaram Mandal 
Western Australia



What I love about the temple is it’s welcoming nature, stepping into the Mandir you are 
enveloped by colourful depictions of Bapa Jalarams life’s journey. Once you are in the 
inner sanctum what strikes you is the ceiling collage representing the main religions of the 
world including Jesus Christ and Lord Buddha.The other rooms include a library, meeting 
areas and classroom space all designed for talking and learning.

Now we have a splendid reincarnation with the Jalaram Community Centre named after 
Virbaamaa. Also a continuation of Jalaram awards to those in our community who excel 
and often give their lives to others through community service. For me the whole purpose 
of the Jalaram Community Centre is summarised in the posthumous award to be made to 
the family of Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha affectionately known as Khun Vichai at the 25th Anniversary Celebration. 
He quite simply, through his generous spirit, transformed Leicester’s reputation as a caring, empathetic city. What 
better than using this wonderful gateway to Leicester as a place people come to meet youngsters at the Good 
Values Club and learn about Khun Vichai’s values. In a tranquil space people can reflect on life and learn from each 
other.

Finally it’s so refreshing to be part of this wonderful place which opens its doors to those who often find themselves on 
the margins of society - one great example is the homeless . There are many more instances too numerous to mention in 
this piece. I want to see the Jalaram more embedded in its local community and will work to this end to see it succeed as a 
place people want to come to in the future.

Steve White MBE

My family and I along with my team at Indikal are humbled and honoured to have been chosen to curate 
‘THE JALARAM BAPA JHUPDI SCENE’ in celebration of 25years of the temple and the opening of the Virbaimaa 
Community Centre.

When given the brief, the Jhupdi had to be authentic for the period 
made from materials that depicted that period and be unique. I 
began by creating a scene bearing a true representation of Sadavrat 
of Jalaram Bapa serving food (rotla) made by Virbaimaa to Rushimuni.

With Bapa’s blessing everything fell into place without any problems.

I’m thankful to Nareshbhai, Pramodbhai and all the Trustees for 
entrusting me with this once in a lifetime responsibility.

Ricky Patel
Curator & Designer
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We as Mashru family live in the cultured values and sanskars instilled in all of us by 
our parents, who throughout their lives lived and worked hard for others in seva. 

Our father Maganbhai Mashru was a key committee member of Lohana Mahajan 
Leicester and Shree Ram Mandir and our mother Muktaben Mashru was also a 
devout member of the Lohana Mandal. 

During this time amongst many other activities our father performed the funeral 
services and conducted the prarthana sabhas, and was there to support families 
in their time of sadness and grief when they needed it most. 

He counted this type of selfless service to human kind as a service to God.

With Loving Memories 

Ranjanben & Anantrai Sonpal
Pradeep & Amita Mashru

Jyotiben & Nitinkumar Morjaria 

Grandchildren: Amit, Hiten, Sonal, Ravi, Rajiv, Jay and Tirth
Great Grandchildren: Aryan, Anjali, Shay, Shriya, Shiyona, Shivan, Amaya, 

Rayan and Leela

Muktaben Maganbhai Mashru
28/8/29

Maganbhai Naranji Mashru
17/11/25 – 20/6/2017
Lakhe Pader India

On the occasion of the  
25th Anniversary Celebrations,  

Mashru Family wish all the 
Trustees and Devotees Jai Jalaram. 

Pitru Dev Bhava – Matru Dev Bhava
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The Gujarati community in Leicester in the 
60s and 70s was made up of the displaced 
migrants from East Africa, mostly from 
Kenya and Uganda, where they had left 
behind their livelihood, culture and well-
established businesses to come to a foreign 
country to start again. Late 70s Leicester 
saw the beginnings of the multicultural 
city that it has now become. By then 
Belgrave Gate, Melton Road, Highfields 
and Narborough Road saw shops spring 
up selling Indian vegetables and fabrics, a 
few restaurants and a handful of Mandirs 
had been established but had not been 
dedicated to Saint Jalaram.

Jalaram Prarthana Mandal has grown 
from humble beginnings. During 1979 a 
group of like-minded ladies, formed the 
‘Sarvoday Satsang Mandal’, (Sarvodaya 
being a Sanskrit word meaning ‘universal uplift; Sat-sang, 
Sat meaning truth, and Sang to be in company of; Mandal 
meaning congregation). This congregation included 
leading figures like Gangaben Patel, Ratanben Mistry, 
Ramkuverben Gheewala, Jayaben Parmar, Kantaben 
Patel, Kesiben Patel, Laliben Patel, Vajiben Popat, Lalitaben 
Thakkar, and many more Satsangi ladies. These ladies 
met regularly at each other’s houses to fulfil the need to 
practice their faith in a new land. Having left East Africa 
under difficult circumstances, the ladies were trying to 
bring their lives together in their new country. Through 
their meeting and worshipping together they were able 
to rebuild their lives and to make progress in their faith.

The ladies were inspired by Bhanuben Kakad a devotee 
of Jalaram Bapa who was visiting Leicester from Rajkot. 
She was so moved by the devotion of these ladies when 
she met them, she suggested that they should consider 
a permanent place of worship at Jalaram Bapa, where 
regular ‘Satsang Sabhas’ could be held. This wish, fuelled 
by great determination, became a reality when the 
family members of these ladies supported them and 
helped them realize their dream. 

With a meagre savings of £1,001 which the ladies had 
collected through their Satsang activities and with a 

Jalaram Prarthana Mandal

Sitting left - right Muktaben Kanabar, Maniben Patel, Gangaben Patel,  
Ratanben Mistry, Savitaben Lakhani and Jaimatiben Jivabhai.

Standing left - right Vipul Rao, Chandrakant Mistry Vice Secretary, Bhanabhai R Patel 
Treasurer, Shantilal R Thakkar President, Balubhai K Pabari Chairman, 
 Thakershi V Morjaria, Secretary, Ramniklal Pabari Assistant Treasurer,  

Vrajlal Lakhani, Jivanbhai Sikotra. 
Not Present Shantilal K Bathia Vice President, Bhimjibhai Kotecha,  

Ratilal Kotecha, Nilaben Majithia. 
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vision of having their own place of worship, they began 
collecting further donations. Their faith in Jalaram Bapa 
became stronger by the day, for they felt that it was 
only due to the blessings of Jalaram Bapa, that they were 
instrumental in collecting donations for a divine purpose.

As they were unfamiliar with the rules 
and regulations of their adopted country, 
they sought help from like-minded, 
selfless, religious and pious Bhaktajano’s 
(devotees) who would progress matters to 
the next stage. They asked Chhaganbhai 
Gosai and Shantilal Rugnath Thakkar for 
help, both men were well respected in 
the community. Shantilalbhai who had 
considerable experience of business and 
community work in East Africa seemed 
an appropriate choice for the ladies to 
help find a suitable place of worship. 

At the same time families of Chhaganbhai 

Gosai, Ramkuverben Gheewala, Madhubhai Gheewala 
and Shantilal Rugnath Thakkar, looked upon their families 
for support. The elders of these families had instilled 
values bin them which led them to support the work 
of faith and temples. They gave their support with Taan 
Maan Dhana (Body, Mind and Wealth). Shantilalbhai and 
Chhaganbhai took on the full responsibility of finding a 
new home for the Mandir.

197 Mere Road Leicester

A small terraced house was identified on Mere 
Road, but before buying the property, it was 
felt that a formal committee needed to be 

established. A public meeting was convened, therefore, 
and a Managing Committee was elected for the Jalaram 
Prarthana Mandal. The property on Mere Road was 
bought for £4,500 and this was the beginning of the first 
Jalaram Temple in the UK. It was given the name Jalaram 
Prarthana Mandal (Jalaram prayer congregation).

After obtaining all necessary regulatory and planning 
approvals for public use from the council, the new temple 
was opened on 17th May 1983. Jalaram Bapa’s Murti was 
brought by Bhanuben Kakad from Rajkot with the help 
of her son, Tejashbhai Kakad. 
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Param Bhagwat Sant Krishna Shankar Shastri (Dadaji) 
performed Pran Pratishtha (“A ritual of consecration 
in which the consciousness or power of the deity is 
brought into the image awakening the icon in a temple” 
– Gavin Flood). The main Yajmans (participants) were the 
Gheewala family and the Thakkar family. The opening 
of the Mandir was emotionally charged, as the Mandir 
provided a place of worship and solace for many elderly 
people to whom it brought a sense of belonging. The 
management team made sure that it was a welcoming 
centre for all people, not just Jalaram devotees. 

As the activities of the Jalaram Prarthana Mandal 
grew so did its popularity. Before long the temple had 
outgrown this small terraced house. As there was no 
room to extend, they had to move. So, after consultation 
and some deliberation with the members, Shantilalbhai 
and Chhaganbhai set about in search of a larger place 
of worship.  

Shantilalbhai focused his attention on finding a new 
suitable property that would befit a Jalaram Temple. As if 
it had been pointed out to him by a higher being, his sight 
fell on 85 Narborough Road, a large corner property in 

need of repair. This property was on sale for £30,000 
but somehow Shantilalbhai managed to seal the deal 
for £22,500. It was purchased, partly from the proceeds 
of the sale of the Mere Road property and additional 
collection was raised by creating life memberships and 
a bank loan.

With the centre becoming 
more popular with increased 
activities, it was felt that a formal 
Trust needed to be put in place, 

Shantoobhai Ruparell 
a Partner at Singh & 
Ruparell attended the 
meeting and advised 
the members on the 
Trust deed. A public 
meeting was convened 
and a Trust Board was elected, comprising 
Chhaganbhai Gosai, Madhubhai Gheewala, 
Pramodbhai Thakkar, Rasikbhai Ruparell. 
Bhadrashilbhai Trivedi and Shantibhai G Thakkar 
were appointed to take the responsibility of the 
newly registered Trust. The Jalaram Charitable 
Trust was registered by Shantoobhai in 1983, 
without charge.

L-R Madhubhai Gheewala, Shantibhai R Thakkar,Chhaganbhai Gosai 
Jayaben Parmar, Bhanuben Kakad,Ratanben Mistry

Shantibhai G Thakkar, Pramodbhai Thakkar, Madhubhai Gheewala, 
 Bhadrashilbhai Trivedi & Chhaganbhai Gosai

Shantoobhai Ruparell MBE





1990 

85 Narborough Road

On 28th February 1982 the Mandir 
was opened to guests and 
devotees, Lord Mayor Bill Page 

performed the ribbon cutting ceremony 
and declared the Mandir officially open. 
Shri Haribhai Shastri performed the Pran 
Pratishtha ritual with Shantilalbhai and his 
family being the Mukhya (main) Yajman 
and other participants presiding over 
the overall ceremony, Sarvoday Satsang 
Mandal was/were the Mukhya Yajman 
for the Murti of Lord Rama, Madhubhai 
& Kirtiben Gheewala were the Mukhya 
Yajmans for Lord Ganesh and Hanumanji’s 
Murti.

During his speech at the AGM Shantilalbhai 
Thakkar outlined the Trust’s progress and 
confirmed that the Trust was in conformity 
with Charity Commission rules. 

Shantilalbhai Rugnath Thakkar served as 
the president of the committee and had 

undertaken major responsibilities since 
the committee was first formed. With his 
age and physical condition not permitting 
any more exertion, he willingly gave up 
his position as the president. The Trustees 
and the Committee honoured him by 
creating a Life Patron Scheme. Shantibhai’s 
name plaque was installed by the Lord 
Mayor in 1990 at the Mandir and he was 
presented with a memento for his years 

of service to the Mandir. On Shantibhai’s 
recommendation, Thakershibhai Morjaria 
,who had served as a secretary for many 
years, was elected as president. 

Leicester has, for many years, attracted 
spiritual leaders. Many great gurus and 
saints have come to the city to light our 
paths and improve our lives, feeling, as 
they do, that this is a Krishna’s Vandravan 
or Jalaram’s Virpur. 

It was not long before the Mandir was 
bursting at the seams with visiting gurus 
and the various festivals that were being 
celebrated there. Over a period of time, as 
the loans had been repaid and a surplus 

L-R Lalitaben Thakkar , Shantilalbhai Thakkar, Keith Vaz,  
Mr & Mirs Bill Page. Thakershibhai Morjaria  

on the occasion of Shantilalbhai becoming a life patron

L-R Pramod Thakkar, Mr & Mrs Bill Page. Thakershibhai 
Morjaria, Mr Patel, Balubhai Pabari, & Rasikbhai Ruparell



70

of approximately £200,000 had been collected 
through donations, a decision had to be taken 
whether to continue at the same temple in the 
corner terraced property and donate the excess 
donations to other charities or build a purpose-
built temple. An Annual General Meeting was called 
and it was unanimously agreed that the existing 
Temple should be knocked down and a purpose-
built Mandir should be built. 

Original Mandir at Narborough Road
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Title
Sub Title 

Demolition of 
Old Mandir on 
Narborough Road

1992
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85 Narborough Road – New Build

The members appointed a building committee and 
full responsibility of planning and construction 
was handed to the two trustees Pramodbhai 

Thakkar and Bhadrashilbhai Trivedi .

Subsequent to various consultations with the 
neighbourhood and discussions with the planners, 
planning permission was applied for by GUG architects 
and approval was granted to knock down the existing 
terraced property to make way for the new, purpose-
built Jalaram Mandir.

A team of professionals was appointed, including GUG 
Architects and Designers, Nick Steans, and QS & Mahesh 
Chhaada, Structural Engineers, to ensure the builders’ 
work was completed to specification. Sompura’s from 
Ahmdabad, designed and installed the Marble to the 
Nig Mandir (marble surround for the Murtis), whilst 
Karera Marble was procured from Italy for the walls and 
flooring through Rohit Khagram’s (RDK). Hodgkins and 
Jones did all the external stone work and the External 
Sikhar depicting Bapa’s Paghdi. Babubhai Soni was 
commissioned to paint the ceiling depicting various 
religious murals. This alone took three years.

The mammoth task of overseeing the realisation of the 
dream of the devotees was assigned to Pramodbhai 
Thakkar and Bhadrashilbhai. Months of tireless effort 
on the part of many dedicated people followed and 
eventually the converted house on Narborough Road 
was transformed into one of the UK’s most spectacular 
examples of spiritual architecture, including, as it did 
work from specialist painters and Craftsman from India, 
Europe and the UK. Their efforts resulted in a fitting 
finale on 29th & 30th October 1995 when Pujya Bapa 
celebrated his birth anniversary (Jalaram Jayanti) by 
gracing Leicester with his Spiritual presence. 

The entire project took 3½ years from planning to 
completion at the cost of approximately £1m, City 
Challenge granted £80,000 towards the building of 
the community hall and library on the ground floor for 
use by the elderly and a place where young devotees 
could study. The Trustees once again gave personal 
Guarantees for substantial loan finance to complete the 
construction.

The project kept many devoted members away from 
their families and business activities. Pramodbhai said 
he relished every moment of the building process which 
he believes was spiritually guided by Bapa. In his words: 
“The temple has provided a focus for the community 
and will continue to provide a fascinating 



Foundation Stone 
Laying Ceremony
6th June 1994 foundation stone was laid by 
Krishna Shanker Shastriji (Dadaji) aided 
by Lalitaben Thakkar and the ceremony 
was conducted in the presence of various 
dignitaries including Keith Vaz MP, community 
leaders and devotees of Bapa.
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GUG Architects and 
Designers Jalaram Mandir

Back in 1990 Pramod discussed the idea 
of building a purpose-built temple in 
Leicester, At the time 85 Narborough 

Road was a end terrace house, with a small 
temple where some dedicated ladies would 
congregate and chant Bapa’s bhajans. 

This dedication of the ladies coupled with 
the life history and teachings of Jalaram 
Bapa, inspired us to get involved in the 
designing of this Temple.

This was followed by the creation of GUG 
Architects and Designers Ltd. This being 
their very first project, GUG Architects 
immersed themselves fully in designing, 
detailing and the construction of this 
beautiful and peaceful abode for Bapa 
Jalaram. Trips to Bapa’s birth place in Virpur 
provided further insight into Bapa’s life 
teachings which further helped in designing 
this beautiful temple of Bapa Jalaram.

Jalaram Community Centre 

After many years, a unique opportunity came 
about for the Trustees to acquire the community 
centre building opposite Bapa’s Temple.

After various consultation meetings, 
between the Trustees, planners and 
neighbours, GUG acquired a unique 
planning approval to build a Mandir that 
would match the Trustees’ vision of creating 
“Bapa’s Gateway to Leicester.”
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Jayantibhai Chandarana Family

Ramram, Jayantibhai Chandarana, & 
Surubhai Morjaria, Krishna Shankar 

Shastriji (Dadaji) Bhagvatbhai, 

Kotecha Family

Thakkar Family
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On 30th October 1995, the new Mandir was officially opened on the 
auspicious day of Jalaram Jayanti (Jalaram’s Birthday) the murtis were 
installed, Hari Shankar Shastri performed the ceremonial installation 
whilst Krishna Shanker Shastriji (Dadaji) performed the Pran Pratishtha 
ceremony of the deities. Over 15,000 people 
visited the mandir and took darshan of the 
new murtis during the two day ceremony. 

In view of the size of the Temple and 
responsibilities, three additional Trustees 
were elected namely Jayantibhai 
Chandarana, Ketanbhai Kotecha and 
Rasikbhai Ruperell, adding their support to 
Pramodbhai Thakkar, Madhubhai Gheewala, 
and Bhadrashilbhai Trivedi.

Bapa’s Temple in Leicester has become a 
place of worship for devotees from all over the world and is not only 
visited by Hindus but people of all faiths and religion and is frequently 
visited by students from across the country. The fame of Jalaram 
Mandir Leicester has reached across the seas to Europe, Africa, 
Australia and America. Visitors who cannot go to Virpur throng to 
the Jalaram Mandir in Leicester from distant places and regard the 
temple as a place of Tirth (Pilgrimage) in the Western world. It has 
become popularly known as the “Virpur of Europe.”

Late Shantilalbhai Thakkar Family

Ketan Kotecha Family

Kotecha Family

Chandarana Family

First of its kind in Europe
‘Virpur of Europe’ Inauguration of the new Mandir



100

Ceiling Mural Painters Babubhai Soni & Team

Design Team & Presentation October1995

Dadaji &Ashaben

Chhaganbhai & Ramram

Pandit Abaji, Thakershibhai

Dadaji & Lalitaben

Shardaben, Manubhai Madhvani & Dadaji

Thakershibhai & 

Bhagvatbhai

Dadaji & Thakkar Family

 Dadaji, Rajan, Francis & Renu (GUG)

Bishop of Leicester & Dadaji
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1995
Krishna Shankar Shastriji (Dadaji) 

Officially inaugurating the new 
temple in October 1995



 



 

New Mandir  
Opening  
Celebrations
October 1995
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One of its kind in Europe
The Ceiling depicts various Hindu images including a 
painting that pays respect to other faiths.

Babubhai Soni, a famous artist from Ahmedabad and 
his team (Naresh, Ravi and Paresh) were appointed to 
undertake the artwork. The task took over three years 
from start to finish.

The canvas murals were completed in India then air-
freighted to the UK. The team then followed them to 
Leicester to make any finishing touches required and 
to install them on the Mandir ceilings. 

The purpose of having religious paintings on the ceiling 
is to communicate teachings to visitors, students and 
the children of the community who frequently ask 
questions regarding Hinduism.

The paintings have become renowned and have 
been featured in many educational books (including 
MacMillan publications) and on the BBC 360 degrees 
website, as well as being published in newspapers and 
journals.
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Eminent Visitors 
to the Mandir

Goswami Smt Indira Betiji

Swami Ramswaroop Dasji Rameshbhai Oza

Swami Chidananda Muniji Swami Satyamitranand Giriji

Morari Bapu

Dev Prasad Bapu & Shantaben Popat (Ben) Ramdevji Maharaj

Dwarkeslal Kadiwala
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First Milestone 
Ram Katha

On the occasion of the tenth 
anniversary celebrations 
of Shree Jalaram Mandir, 

Leicester, the Jalaram Charitable 
Trust (UK) was graced with the 
opportunity to host Param Pujya 
Sant Shree Morari Bapu’s recital of 
the Ram Charit Maanas, (a poetic 
version of the Ramayana, scriptures 
depicting the story of Lord Ram) at 
Soar Valley Community College in 
Leicester from 15th - 23rd July 2006.

Param Pujya Sant Shree Morari 
Bapu, or Bapu as he is lovingly known, 
(meaning Father) has been a scholar 
of the Ram Charit Maanas since he 
was five. Over the past 55 years, 
Pujya Bapu has been conducting 
Ram Charit Maanas pilgrimages all 
over the world creating a deep sense 
of devotion and spiritual awareness 
in millions of people. This recital was 
Pujya Bapu’s 4th in Leicester, 20th 
in England and the 637th across the 
globe at that time. 

Like all Hindu scriptures, the Ram 
Charit Maanas, or the story of 
Lord Ram, is transmitted through 
the Guru-Shisya (Teacher-Disciple) 
system. The Ram Charit Maanas 
enjoys a unique position among 
the classics of the world’s literature. 

Written by Goswami Tulsidas, it is 
a specimen of the most exquisite 
poetry and considered the world’s 
best work on devotion and styled as 
the “perfect example of the perfect 

book” by foreign scholars.

The universal benevolent message of 
the immortal scripture was narrated 
by Pujya Bapu to visitors from all 
walks of life, especially to young 
people, to appreciate and preserve 
the richness of Indian culture and 
tradition. Previous recitals here in 
Leicester have resulted in a positive 
response from the community 
in becoming good citizens and 
promoting goodwill among all living 
beings. It is with this in mind that 
Jalaram Charitable Trust celebrated 
its Tenth Anniversary. The Ram 
Katha was recited in Gujarati. A 
synopsis of each day’s recital was 
delivered in English for the benefit of 
everyone especially for young people.

The Ram Katha was televised live 
around the world on an Asian 
Network CTVhannel. 

The Ram Katha was planned by a 
small team led by Pramod Thakkar, 
Hasu Manek, Ketan Kotecha, 
Subhash Thakrar, Mukund Narshi, 
Sunil Budhdeo, Mahesh Karia and 
Jay Pabari who managed the event 
with the help of 600 dedicated 
volunteers. Over 50,000 visitors 
attended the nine-day event.
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Second Milestone
Jalaram Community Centre

A Centre for the Community

It was with great pleasure and blessings of Shree Jalaram Bapa that we 
announced the official opening of Jalaram Community Centre (JCC) on 
Sunday 10th July 2016.

The Community Centre was officially opened by the City Mayor, Sir Peter Soulsby, 
and Deputy Mayor Councillor Manjula Sood, aided by members of the Jalaram 
Satsang Mandal and represented by Shardaben Joshi and Motiben Mashru who 
celebrated her 100th Birthday that year. Major Donor plaques were unveiled by 
Mrs Kalaben Raichura, the Thakkar Family and the Popat Family. 

Jalaram Community Centre is on the site of the previous Jamaat Khana which 
was purchased during 2003 on Westcoates Drive opposite Jalaram Mandir.

GUG Architects and Designers Ltd of London (who were also the architects 
for the existing Bapa’s temple) were appointed to acquire planning permission 
for this prestigious community centre. Planning approval was granted 
subsequently in February 2007. Steve White MBE assisted in the consultation 
meetings with neighbours.

Subsequently the trustees felt the four-storey scheme was not viable and 
the project was scaled down to build a purpose-built community centre, for 
which planning permission was granted in July 2014.

Contracts were awarded for design and construction to N & V Contractors Ltd 
(Naresh Popat, Viresh Popat & Neil Thakkar) in July 2015 and the Centre was 
completed to a high standard and handed over to the Trustees on 24th June 
2016. Vastu Puja was held on 26th June 2016.

Bapa’s new community centre is designed in such an iconic way that the 
total complex along with the existing temple will become known as “Bapa’s 
gateway to Leicester”. The new building has been designed in exactly the 
same style as the existing temple to give it a sense of being one complex.

The community centre has been designed and built with accessibility for 2016





disabled people. The centre will cater for the cultural 
needs of the local community and promote better 
inter-faith dialogue and understanding between 
various communities.

The centre will provide educational classes and will 
act as a centre for learning dance, music and drama 
from community’s own cultural heritage as well as 
providing the best of mainstream culture.

It will be a centre where the young will be trained to 
draw from their rich cultural heritage and will learn 
new skills in media, management and communications 
to face the challenges of the future. At the same time, it 
will act as a centre for the elderly.

On-site parking is available which includes disabled 
parking.

Jalaram Bapa is known throughout the world for his 
‘SADAVRAT’ (feeding centre) which provided free food 
for saints, sadhus and those in need. With this ethos the 
centre will provide a regular meal service for local and 
travelling devotees. This will be a place where members 
of any community can come, have lunch, understand 
the teachings of Bapa and receive the benefits of 
Bapa’s blessings.

Jalaram Community Centre Project
“Everybody’s inspiration comes about in different forms. 
Ours came from all of our parents and grandparents and 
their lifelong and continued devotion to Jalarambapa.

God always works in mysterious ways and when the 
trustees asked us to take this project on, we felt blessed 
that we were given this fantastic opportunity to design 
and build the new Jalarambapa Community Centre.

To work on this project was not easy as there were many 
obstacles that we faced during construction. Every time 
we faced an issue or problem, we felt that there was 
some superior power guiding us in overcoming these.

After completing the works, we firmly believe that 
without the blessings of our parents, grandparents and 
Jalarambapa to successfully complete this project, it 
would not have been possible. 

We sincerely hope that the Community enjoys the new 
Centre for many years to come.”

Naresh Popat, Neil Thakkar & Viresh Popat2016
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Vastu Pooja 
Sunday 26th June 2016 

Myth or 
Miracle?
During the Vastu Poojan ceremony 
on Sunday 26th June 2016 conducted 
by priests, a phenomenon occurred. 

Inspired by his late father Kumudkant 
Budhdeo’s faith in Jalarambapa, 
Sunil Budhdeo a dedicated member 
of the Operating Team, felt that 
rotlas should be made in the new 
kitchen for the pooja rather then 
having them pre-made. With the 
help of other team members. the 
new machine for making rotla was 
used for the first time. 

Out of the one hundred rotlas made, 
Jasuben Thakkar picked one to offer 
Bapa as prasad when she noticed an 
impression of AUM on the one that 
she had selected. Everyone present 
was stunned by this miracle. 

Bapa’s devotees believe that this 
is amongst the greatest of Bapa’s 
Blessings. 

The centre is truly blessed - 
AUM - A sacred Hindu Symbol 

which represents the Hindu sacred 
sound that is considered the 

greatest of all mantras.
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On the auspicious 25th Anniversary of the Shree Jalaram 
Mandir Leicester, we would like to wish all those involved 
our heartiest congratulations. You have continued the 
work of Bapa with honour and dignity, particularly in 
the face of many challenges over the years, the biggest 
being Covid. The mandir stands tall and embraces all 
with open arms and a loving smile. Congratulations and 
we look forward to the next 25 years with anticipation. 

Divesh. Anand. Moti
Alka & Sailesh Barchha
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Grand Opening
of Jalaram Community Centre

Shree Jalaram Charitable Trust, Leicester, celebrated 
the grand opening of the new Jalaram Community 
Centre – ‘Bapa’s Gateway to Leicester’ on Sunday 

10 July 2016. 

The Centre was officially inaugurated by the Mayor 
of Leicester, Sir Peter Soulsby and Assistant Mayor, 
Councillor Manjula Sood, in the presence of Liz Kendall 
MP, the High Sheriff Surinder Sharma, leading Cardiologist 
and Director of the British Heart Foundation Sir Nilesh 

Samani, local councillors, 
donors and members of 
Jalaram Satsang Mandal.

Earlier, Motiben Mashru, 
who celebrated her 100th 
Birthday welcomed and 
blessed the City Mayor 
with a garland. In return Sir Peter adorned Mrs Mashru 
with a shawl. All dignitaries partook in the Aarti and were 
presented with shawls.

Welcoming Sir Peter and the distinguished guests, 
Pramodbhai Thakkar, Chairman of Jalaram Mandir, said 
that “the new Centre will provide a place for people 
from all faiths to come together, learn and contribute to 
enhancing Leicester’s multicultural success”. He added, 
“Our City has recently seen many successes and the 
iconic ‘Bapa’s Gateway to Leicester’ adds one more”. 

Bapa’s Gateway  
to Leicester
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The City Mayor 
c o m m e n d e d 
the Trustees of 
Jalaram Mandir on 
the magnificent 
achievement. “Bapa’s 
Gateway to Leicester 
is another example of 
the contribution by 
Jalaram Mandir in 
the inclusiveness of 

the youth which will promote the rich cultural heritage 
of Leicester”. Sir Peter said he was “humbled to have 
been blessed by the 100-year-old Motiben”. Launching 
a Commemorative Souvenir and Guide Book, he added 
that “this will provide devotees, school children and 
visitors alike with an insight into the history of Jalaram 
Mandir and an overview of Hinduism”.

Trustees Bhadrashilbhai 
Trivedi, Jayantibhai 
Chandarana Ketanbhai 
Kotecha and Nareshbhai 
Popat presented Sir 
Peter Soulsby and 
Councillor Sood with a 
cheque made out to the 
Lord Mayor’s Appeal.

Mrs Motiben Mashru and Shardaben Joshi 
then led the congregation into the new 
Centre followed by unveiling of donor 
plaques by the Late Shantilal Thakkar 
Family, Kalaben Raichura and Family and 
Nareshbhai Popat and Family.

Leicester’s Assistant Mayor, Councillor 
Manjula Sood, said she was delighted to 
present long standing members Balubhai 
Pabari, Vajubhai Lakhani, Shardaben Joshi, 

Motiben Mashra, Jagdishbhai Maharaj Mahendrabhai 
Pandya, Rajubhai Pandya with shawls and certificates. 
Amongst them Steve White, MBE, who continues to 
support Jalaram Mandir. 

Sir Nilesh Samani, addressed the 
congregation congratulating the 
Trust on their achievements and 
the service they provide to the 
community.

Sailesh Raja accompanied 
by his young sons kept more 
than 700 devotees attending 
the event immersed in bhajans 
and, following lunch all guests 
were given the commemorative 
souvenir and Guide Book.

Matthew Eld and Stephen Clarke of Leicestershire Police 
praised the organisers and extended their support for 
future events saying “It was an absolute honour to be 
part of the ceremony. The atmosphere was fantastic and 
the sense of community was brilliant! On a personal level 
it was the best experience we have had in the 8-year 
service”.  

Kalaben Raichura, Sir Peter Soulsby (The Mayor of 
Leicester), Liz Kendall (MP For Leicester West) & 

Cllr Manjula Sood, (Assistant Mayor) 

Jasuben Thakkar, Mrs Motiben Mashru , Sir Peter Soulsby (The Mayor of Leicester),  
Cllr Manjula Sood, (Assistant Mayor) and Shardaben Joshi
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L-R Rajubhai Raichura, Jasuben Thakkar, Sir Nilesh Samani Pramodbhai Thakkar
Cllr Manjula Sood, Sir Peter Soulsby, Kalaben Raichura, Ajay Pau, Bhadrashilbhai Trivedi, Ketanbhai Kotech and Nareshbhai Popat.

Appreciation Certificates
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Major Donors

Jasuben Thakkar, Ajay Pau, Kalaben Raichura, Rajubhai Raichura,  
Sir Peter Soulsby (City Mayor of Leicester)

Sudhirbhai Thakkar, Prakashbhai Thakkar, Rahkesh Thakkar, Meera Divika 
Thakkar Ruperlia & Pramodbhai Thakkar

Beenaben Viresh Popat, Nareshbhai Popat, and Neil Popat and family Smt Kantaben Thakrar & Late Valjibhai Thakrar
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Jalaram Community Awards

In a bid to recognise all te exalted people who are 
contributing towards the Jalaram Temple and 
Jalaram Community Centre Leicester through many 

different platforms, a first-ever Jalaram Community 
Awards ceremony was held on 7th July 2018. During 
the inaugural function, the Board of Trustees decided 
that from that point on, individuals contributing in 
acts of seva and charity in different sectors would be 
honoured with awards following a nomination process.

Pramodbhai Thakkar, Chairman; said that the nominations could be from any community member 
in Leicester, not just Hindus.

In the second half, Pramodbhai Thakkar welcomed the dignitaries and emphasised that we 
should now be donating and supporting local research projects and needy charities in the UK 
and should invest in education. This is what Jalaram Charitable Trust, Leicester will be promoting 
moving forward. He added that a conscious effort will be made to promote the Pujya Bapa 
ethos ‘Seva Parmodharm’ (Service to Man is service to God). The MC (Kamlesh Purohit) then 
announced the list of the following Awards:

Prof Sir Nilesh Samani
For outstanding patient 
care and the raising of 
community awareness 
and world leading 
research in heart and 
circulatory disease. 
Nileshbhai is a Professor 
of Cardiology, and 
founding Trustee of 
Heart Search.

Steve White MBE

For unconditional 
dedicated community 
& sports work for 
Leicester City Football 
Club and its supporters 
to Jalaram Mandir over 
the years. 

Councillor Rashmikant Joshi
Former Lord Mayor of Leicester & 
dedicated community worker for 
Leicester City.

Councillor Mo (Mansukhlal) Chohan

For support to the community of Leicester.

Maganbhai Patel OBE & Shri Ramanbhai Barber MBE 

were also honoured for their selfless services to the 
community.

Dhirubhai Shah was given a special 
award for his selfless work towards 
promoting and raising funds for 
Anthony Nolan.

A special award was given to Narandasbhai Aadtiya who 
was honoured for 40 years of services to the society, 
religion, the temple and for supporting bereaved families 
by comforting them and carrying out final funeral rites 
and conducting prayer meetings.
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David Attenborough’s 
Blue Planet Project
Jalaram Mandir has proved 
to be the perfect example 
in participating in the David 
Attenborough Blue Planet’s 
project. He has made an 
appeal to reduce pollution, 
the amount of plastics that 
are dumped in rivers and the 
oceans and the damage done 
to the world’s seas. Sunilbhai Budheo, assisted by Ash 
Lodha, headed the project and managed to replace 
the usage of plastic dishes in the distribution of prasad 
with special washable melamine dinner set dishes. BBC 
World Services has visited the Temple and Community 
Centre and through its news coverage, informed the 
world about the organisation’s services.

Alex’s Wish Charity
The Jalaram Trust 
presented a cheque of 
£1001 to Emma Hallam 
of the Alex’s Research 
Charity. Her son Alex, 
a boy of ten, suffers 
from a muscle wasting 
condition.

Ajay Jobanputra was also presented with an award for 
assisting the Trust over the years for website design, IT 
services and for setting up the new mobile app.

Final awards were presented to Sureshbhai Patel, 
Bhikhubhai Patel and Amratlalbhai Tanna, for their selfless 
service to the temple.

Nav Chandi Path
A Nav Chandi paath event was hosted by 
Mahendrabhai and Rajubhai Pandya with 
their family in July when over 51 Brahmin 
Priests recited the Chandhipaath and did 
puja which lasted over 5 hours
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FRIENDS OF THE 
OXFORD CENTRE 
FOR HINDU STUDIES

Langar
Food donation to the poor. 
The volunteers of Jalaram 
Temple contribute food 
for Midland Langar Seva 
Society on a monthly basis, 
which is distributed to the homeless of Leicester.

Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies
The Jalaram Trust has been 
a supporter of the Oxford 
Centre for Hindu Studies 

(OCHS) for many years. The benefit of the OCHS is that 
they run a centre of excellence in research and the 
study of Hinduism in Oxford. The centre has many online 
courses which are available to everyone. The Leicester 
Friends of OCHS conducts lectures and conferences in 
the temple on a regular basis.

Jalaram Katha and  
Jalaram Jayanti Celebrations 2018
We are delighted to announce the upcoming Jalaram 
Katha dedicated at Pujya Bapa’s Lotus feet to be recited 
by Shastri Piyush Bhai Mehta from Sunday 11th November 
to Wednesday 13th November 2018 to be held at the 
Jalaram Temple, Leicester between 3-6pm followed by 
Prashadi. As usual, Jalaram Jayanti will be celebrated at 
the Temple on Thursday 15th November 2018.

Visitors
Being the first Jalaram Temple in the UK, the temple has become 
a place of pilgrimage for visitors from all over the world.

Around 5,000 students of different schools, colleges 
and universities visit the temple annually to learn about 
Hinduism and the rich heritage it has to offer. The temple 
provides a guide book to Hinduism in English and depicts 
the religious pictures on the ceiling of the temple.

Kenya – Jamhuri Day Celebrations &  
Embassy Consulate Service

The Kenya community celebrated Jamhuri Day with H.E. 
Lazarus Amayo. The Kenya High Commission uses the 
centre for Consulate services.

Multi-Cultural
The centre is used by various of Leicester’s multi-cultural 
communities and is also used by Police recruits and 
members of the various faith communities of Leicester.
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Annual Medical Camps by Charnwood Lions Club 
Leicester Charnwood 
Lions Club has been 
holding Annual 
Community Diabetic 
& Health Screening 
programme for the 
last few years at Shree 
Jalaram Mandir

It’s always been the most successful event as many 
Bhaktajans come forward for Check up.

Shree Jalaram Mandir’s Management Team, particularly, 
Shree Pramodbhai, has always been very supportive, 
which makes our event most remarkable.

Phone Orders on 0116 273 8088 
(pick up your order at allocated time)

Click & Collect or Order Online*
www.aartisweetcentre.co.uk

8 Melton Road
Leicester, Leicestershire LE4 5EA 

Tel: 0116 266 1066

321 St Saviours Road
Leicester, Leicestershire LE5 4HG

Tel: 0116 273 8088

With Best Wishes 
from
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Day of Mourning 

Prayers were held after 
aarti for Chairman, Vichai 
Srivaddhanaprabha of Leicester 
City Football Club and others 
who trajically lost their lives on 
Saturday evening when the 
helicoptor crashed outside the 
King Power Stadium. There were 
no survivors.

Pramodbhai Thakkar, chairman 
of Jalaram Charitable Trust 
Leicester, said that once the news 
was confirmed on Sunday evening, he, 
along with other trustees, urged to the 
Hindu community of Leicester to join 
hands and pray for the departed souls 
by being present on Monday morning 

at Jalaram Temple from where 
the procession took place 
with Bhajans and Prathana. He 
emphasised that Saturday had 
been one of the darkest days 
in the city and its community 
as the late councilor Chauhan’s 
procession and funeral took 
had taken place on Saturday 
morning and thereafter was 
then followed by the tragic 
news in the evening of the 

helicopter crash at the stadium. 

Pramodbhai then read out an extract 
from the club statement ‘In Khun Vichai, 
the world has lost a great man. A man 
of kindness, of generosity and a man 
whose life was defined by the love he 
devoted to his family and those he so 

successfully led. Leicester City was a family under 
his leadership. He went on to say, “This is not just 
about football, this is about losing a well-respected 
member of the community who brought so much to 
Leicester and put Leicester on the map. The whole 
world recognised what had been achieved by the 
family’s efforts through football”.

Jalaram Temple holds the same ethos, its trustees 
wanted to show their respect to the chairman 
of the football club and his family. Bringing all 
communities together.

Day of mourning by Hindu community at Jalaram Temple in Leicester  
and laying of Bapa’s wreath at the King Power Stadium Leicester.
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The helicopter crash on the 27th October 2018 left Leicester 
City Football fans distraught when club owner Vichai 

Srivadhanaprabha was killed along with four other passengers 
shortly after take-off from King Power stadium. As a mark of 

respect and to share the grief with the community of Leicester, 
the Jalaram Mandir organised a procession from the Jalaram 

Mandir Leicester, to King Power Stadium with a wreath of 
condolences for all those that had lost their lives in the helicopter 

crash.

Pramodbhai Thakrar of Jalaram Mandir said ‘The charitable 
work of Vichai will continue with a great legacy, and is in line with 

our temples moto of love and compassion to all. He was a very 
charitable man, and Our future plans are to inaugurate a statue of 

Vichai Srivdhanaprabha outside of our community centre 
to remember him for his charitable work.’

- Priti Raichura

"There are moments in ones life when time stands 
still -the wreath laying as a tribute to Khun Vichai 
was one of those moments! One felt grief stricken 
for his wonderful family and friends.One was also 
reminded of the immense positive influence he 
had had on this fantastic city of ours. It made me 
determined to try and live my life as a decent person 
doing decent things in the community. Thank you 
Khun Vichai- we will never ever forget you."

- Steve White MBE

"Like all Leicester City fans – and Leicester people in 
general – We at Jalaram mandir paid our respects to 
Khun Vichai who captured the heart of our city and 

its community. it is hard to think of a club owner, 
past or present, who is held in such affection by 
supporters as Khun Vichai, perhaps the greatest 

football story ever told — remains as vivid in these 
parts as the man who did so much to make it 

happen. A very religious man who always had the 
community in his thoughts, May Bapa rest his sole 

in peace"  
- Sunil Budhdeo 
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Need more information? 
Contact the awards-winning team:
E: hello@pritiraichura.com
W: pritiraichura.com

Luxury 
Wedding & 
Event Planners

Wedding and Parties
Corporate Events
Catering
Venue Sourcing
Supplier Sourcing
Guest Liaison
Destination Weddings
Event Host
Master of Ceremonies

#PritiRaichura

With the blessings of Bapa and His divine grace, Priti Raichura was 
given a Special Award by ITV News Producer Gary Newby sponsored 
by the Pukaar Group.

Inspired by the teachings of Bapa and Jalaram Mandir, Priti and her 
children often cook home-made food, and distribute it to the homeless 
in Leicester’s City Centre.

The work of Priti’s children Sia and Kush, along with Priti’s service in 
cooking home-made meals for the homeless was recognised by Pukaar 
Group during lockdown. 

On the night of Leicester Curry Awards, Priti received an award in 
recognition for her service during Covid. She also coordinated meals for 
front-line staff working around the clock during lockdown by working 
with dedicated restaurants participating In Leicester Curry Awards. In 
her speech she not only thanked the organisers and the participating 
restaurants who supported her scheme, but the love and dedication 
of her young children showing love and compassion to the homeless.
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Supporting Local Charities

The Jalaram Temple, Leicester, celebrated the 219th 
birthday of the Saint Jalaram Bapa (Jalaram Jayanti) 
on 15th November 2018. Amidst devotional singing 

and prayers attended by over 4,000 people during the day, 
Jalaram Temple announced that it would be supporting a 
number of local Charities through various projects.

Representatives from several charities including the 
British Legion and the British Heart Foundation were 
also present. Pramod Thakkar - Chairman, Naresh Popat 
-trustee of Jalaram Temple, said that the Temple is 
actively engaged in promoting the registration towards 
organ donation within the Hindu Community and in 
providing financial support to the British Legion’s Poppy 
Week and the British Heart Foundation. 

He added that Jalaram Temple is 
delighted in to be raising awareness 
through the British Legion of the 
contribution and the sacrifices our 
forefathers made during World War 
1.  He stated that, “Over 1.3 million 
Indian Soldiers served in the First 
World War and 74,000 lost their lives. 
We owe it to them to remember the 
sacrifices they made”.  Bill Brown, 
County Chairman of The British 
Legion welcomed Jalaram Temple’s 
support and accepted a donation of 
£1,501 from the Jalaram Temple.

A double decker bus, with an on-
board traveling exhibition of the 
Indian soldiers was sent from London 

by Golden Tour’s Nitin and Kumudiniben Palan, which 
gave devotees an opportunity to see for the first time 
the contribution of the Indian soldiers to the war efforts.

Mr Hemu Ghelani, from the British Heart Foundation 
said “Jalaram Temple has supported our charity for 
some years and this continued support is very much 
welcomed”.  He thanked the Temple on behalf of 
Professor Sir Nilesh Samani, Cardiologist at Glenfield 
Hospital and the Director of British Heart Foundation. 

Following the principles of Jalaram Bapa, Jalaram Temple 
Leicester continues to help local charities and projects 
through several channels, this year having been one of 
its biggest.
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In loving memory of Thakersibhai & Sulochanaben Morjaria

Congratulations to the Jalaram Charitable Trust

on their 25th anniversary 

Raj and Anup Morjaria & family
Thor Car Parts & Accessories Thor Motor Factors Limited 
Unit 6 & 7 Teal Farm Way 185 Fengate
Washington Peterborough 
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Jalaram Bal Vikas was started in 1987. 
Originally I started with very few 
children with the help of Ranjanben 
Sonpal, Nina Kotecha and Shardaben 
Pandya. The president of Jalaram Mandir 
Shantilalbhai Thakrar initiated the idea. 

The school was set up in Shaftesbury 
school and over the years the school 
has developed well and now runs 
classes for GCSE and A levels in 
Gujarati. 

As time passed, we recruited more 
teachers, also more parents got involved 
on the committee. 

Currently we have 5 directors and have 
active committee members, I would like 
to thank along with Atulbhai Lakhani, 
Treasurer, Kiritbhai Pattani, who looks 
after exams etc, Dipakbhai Mistry who 

is chairperson and our trouble shooter. 

Head teacher Sajan Odedra with the help of  7 other 
teachers and volunteers run the school very efficiently 

During the current pandemic the teachers have run the 
classes on the Zoom, recently the school has returned 
back to classrooms at the Jalaram temple, we still run 
two classes online on Zoom. 

On this blissful and charming day of Jalaram Temple's 
25th Anniversary. We would like to thank everyone 
for their support for Jalaram Bal Vikas and may you 
continue the journey of success with pride and with 
Bapa’s blessings.

Prafulla Modi  
founder member of Jalaram Bal Vikas 

Director and Chairperson

JBV children school Diwali assemble

Gujarati School
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With blessings of Pujya Jalaram Bapa, Jalaram Bal Vikas 
Gujarati School has been running very successfully for 
the last 35 years progressing day by day.

Although we have 9 classes from foundation to A 
level’s, we are the only school in the Midlands to have 
A level and adults classes. At Jalaram Bal Vikas we teach 
bilingually and our aim is to run it like a main stream 
school. 

We follow GCSEs syllabus together with every day 
activities including music, dancing, teaching of our 
traditional values, respecting adults, way of life etc…

Our ex students having achieved GCSE’s and A level’s 
come back as volunteers which is very rewarding and 
some students have come back with their own children 
back to the Jalaram Bal Vikas, we are so proud to see 4 
generations attending all our functions.

Our teachers have worked very 
hard during the pandemic, last 
academic year all our children 
were able to join our very 
successful zoom classes and from 
this September 2021, 5 classes are 
back to school and 4 classes are 
still remain online. We are lucky 
to have very supportive community 
members.

Bapa’s and my blessings to all our children.

Jai Jalaram
- Sajan Odedra, Head teacher

JBV’s Navratri 
celebration

JBV children celebrating their  
birthday at Bapa’s MandirJBV teachers and children  

after Holi workshop

JBV children performing 
 at the Sabras radio

JBV school’s Christmas assembly
JBV children, parents and teachers are doing  

11 Hanuman chalisa at Bapa’s Mandir

Gujarati School
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Recited by 
Shastri Piyushbhai Mehta
3rd - 7th November 2019
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Get the LOWEST Credit  
and Debit Card Processing 
Fees in the UK!

P D Q ’ S  •  E - C O M M E R C E  •  V I R T U A L  T E R M I N A L S  •  P A Y  B Y  L I N K

NO
HIDDEN CHARGES
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with a total peace of mind
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p	p	Providing the latest  
 payment systems 
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 over-the-phone and online  
 card transactions
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Contact Rishi today  
07951 525 535
rishi@creditanddebit.co.uk
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Jain Hindu Organ Donation

Jalaram Bapa Leads The Way On  
Hindu Organ Donation
Pramod Thakkar pointed out that “35% of people 
waiting for organ donation are from British. Black, Asian, 
and minority ethnic communities whilst only 1% are 
registered for organ donation.” Bharat Patel, a recipient 
of organ donation urged the congregation of the need 
to register for organ donation and help save lives like 
his as more than 50% of the people with chronic kidney 
disease are from the Hindu Community

Jalaram Baja’s Temple in Leicester 
Promotes Organ Donation
On 2nd November 2019 on eve of Jalaram Jyanti (Pujya 
Jalaram Bapa’s birthday) a packed audience of over 450 
people found out about the change in law on Organ 
Donation in England (Opt Out) and fully supported the 
change. They listened to a presentation given by Mr Kirit 
Modi chairman of JHOD (Jain and Hindu Organ Donation 
Steering Group) on the details of the change, the 
reasons for the change and how the Hindu community 
can help save lives by registering to become organ 
donors. This important information was broadcast live 
to thousands in the UK (and abroad) by Aastha television 
and is available on You Tube https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=vRLDgE8E3ic&feature=youtu.be

Mr Pramod Thakkar chairman of trust board Jalaram 
Charitable Trust said during the course of the year 
we had organised events marking the World Kidney 
Day in March 2019, a lecture on Hindu Religion and 
Organ Donation by Pujya Shree Giri Bapu and printing 
the donation message in 10000 panchangs (religious 

calendars). In his message to the Hindu community 
locally and nationally he said “I say Ang Daan (Organ 
Donation) is a part of Seva in which every Hindu should 
participate. May I urge all Hindus to the call for organ 
donation? Come join us in this service to mankind”.

Around a 1000 people of Asian background are waiting 
for an organ transplant in UK and in 2018/19 there were 
56 organ donors after death and 83 living kidney donors 
in the UK some of whom in Leicester were inspired by 
devotees of Jalaram Bapa. There is a desperate need for 
more organ donors from the Asian communities.

Bharat Patel who was waiting for a kidney from the 
register eventually getting a kidney from a living donor 
Avril Patel in a living donor transplant in 2008 who has 
been doing amazing work to promote organ donation 
over many years said:

“I felt like a little baby being born again with a brand 
new life ahead of me. Never could I even dream that such 
a change in a human lifestyle could ever be possible. 
Ten years on, my donated kidney is working absolutely 
fine and functions the same as when first transplanted. 
Transplantation works.”

A recent survey of Indians in UK showed that 48% would 
definitely donate or consider donating organs after 
death, 42% had not decided and 10% would not donate 
their organs. Hinduism supports organ donation and 
many Hindu faith leaders have publicly supported organ 
donation.

Prafula Modi committee member and chairman of Bal 
Vikas requested the audience to make a voluntary 

Temple Leicester
&

  

Shree

VIRBAIMAA JALARAM
C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E
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pledge by raising their left hand and repeating the 
following words:

“On the eve of Jalaram Jayanti, I take sankalp and make 
this solemn pledge that I will donate my organs for the 
benefit of others after my death. I will sign the organ 
donor register today to this effect and will also make my 
wishes known to my family so that when the situation 
arises my family will duly respect my wishes and 
decision” The pledge was taken by an overwhelming 
majority of the audience.

Jalaram Charitable Trust has secured funding from 
NHSBT recently to continue its excellent work on organ 
donation under its slogan “ Jalaram Bapa leads the way 
on Hindu Organ Donation” and a number of events will 
take place over the next 12 months. The key message 
from the event was to encourage all Hindus to make a 
decision on organ donation, to register their decision, 
to inform their family members about their decision 
and to help save lives. It is very easy to register your 
decision you can obtain registration link by email from: 
kidneytrust24@yahoo.co.uk

Organ Donation
Organ Donation: The Trust promotes organ donations. 
Chairman Pramod Thakkar is part of the (JHOD) Jain 
Hindu Organ Donor steering committee together with 
both Bharat and Avril Patel who promotes the project 
with NHBT and encourages Hindus not to opt out and 
register as organ donors.

Jalaram Bapa’s Temple in Leicester recognises the “fact” 
that when it comes to donating our organs, Indian 
people do not want to (or choose not to) engage with 
the subject of Ang Daan. There is an urgent need for 
societies to respond positively, not only by engaging, but 
by addressing the barriers and myths and encouraging 
our members to say YES to Ang Daan. When it comes to 
receiving an organ, because of blood group and tissue 

type, matches needed to transplant matching organs 
will most likely come from your own communities.” 
Transplantation is truly a lifesaving act”, but this would 
not be possible without the generosity of organ donors 
and families who say YES to donation.

Under our slogan “Jalaram Bapa leads the way on Hindu 
Organ Donation”, we have been working with NHSBT and 
JHOD (Jain and Hindu Organ donation). Our initiatives so 
far have included having a World Kidney Day event at our 
centre; a successful live broadcast on Ang Daan during 
Jalaram Jyanti 2019 and promoting organ donation via 
our Panchaang and Diwali cards reaching at least 10000 
people in 2019. We are working on a series of events 
with the Hindu youths and are also producing a play on 
Organ Donation addressing faith issues. Our team is led 
by Bharat Patel and Avril Patel (Avril donated a kidney 
to Bharat in 2008) who share and have invaluable 
experience. They both have donated their lives to the 
work of Ang Daan seva inspired by Jalaram Bapa. Bharat 
says “Donating an Organ is the ultimate gift mankind 
can give to a fellow human being” and urges all Hindus 
to participate in” Ang Daan” which is a form of Hindu 
SEVA every Hindu should participate in.

Organ Donor Administrative Office 
Opening of the administrative office for Organ donor in 
the Midland where plaques will be installed in memory 
of all organ donors. These promote the idea that 
every Hindu should register as an organ donor on the 
auspicious day of Jalaram Jayanti.
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Winter Night Shelter 
One Roof

The One Roof Winter Night 
Shelter was launched in 2016. 
The aim of the shelter is to 
provide a warm bed, a hot meal 
and a friendly welcome for 
guests who would otherwise 
be out on the streets during 
the cold winter months.

The shelter is a very open, welcoming environment 
where we treat the people who stay with us as our 
guests. We aim to create a homely atmosphere where 
guests can relax and feel safe.

Our Values
Inclusive: We welcome people from all backgrounds 
and all faiths or none, offering support based only on 
their needs and our ability to meet them.

Holistic: We offer more than a meal and a bed; we offer 
a listening ear and support to help guests take their first 
steps to rebuild their lives. 

Community focused: We can only provide the shelter 
due to the generous support of the community both in 
offering venues to host the guests and the 350 people 
who volunteer, cook and fundraise.

One Roof Leicester coordinators the shelter and provides 
central administration, client referrals, communication, 
resources and training.

The shelter itself rotates around 7 different venues, 
each providing a team of volunteers for one night per 

week between December 
and March. Each venue has 
a volunteer coordinator who 
arranges their venue and 
coordinates the set up and 
food, and supports the guests 
and volunteers on their night.

The Jalaram Community has 
been involved in the winter night shelter since its launch 
in 2016. Every year the community centre is used as a 
weekly venue. Members of the community volunteer 
their time and expertise. They offer a wide range of 
support including setting up the beds, cook and serve 
the food and offer our guests conversation in a friendly 
environment. Some stay overnight and others turn up 
first thing to serve breakfast and help clear up.

In addition volunteers 
have organised barbers 
to come to the venue 
to cut hair and provide 
grooming for the guests. 
On Christmas they 
organise a Christmas 
dinner and give all the 
guests a gift, play games 
and ensure all the guests 
feel part of the Jalaram 
family.

Salma Ravat
Manager, One Roof
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“Personally for me I wanted to get involved 
as the One Roof Winter Shelter project was 
something never done at the Mandir before 
and to be involved with it from the start and see 
it come back every year was very rewarding. 
Our team that volunteered over the 12 weeks 
every week for the last 5 years became a family 
taking on various roles and responsibilities 
throughout the project including setting the 
menus every week for the guests, prepping 
and cooking in the kitchen facility, arranging 
the bedding for guests to sleep overnight, 
organising quiz nights/ football to entertain 
them in the evening. Hosting Christmas / 
Diwali themed events and even asking local 
hairdressers to come and give them a haircut 
to make them feel better.

On the whole the project gave us something to 
give back to the community and following the 
ethos of Jalaram Baba And Bapas blessings , to 
serve and help the community could not have 
been a better project to be involved with”. 

,- Rashi and Kamlaben Lakhani 

“I started to volunteer for one roof night shelter over 5 years ago. I started to help out a volunteer because it was 
my way of giving something back, but also helping others and assisting the most vulnerable. I thoroughly enjoyed 
myself because not only was I making a difference, but I became part of the Jalaram night shelter family. My mum 
started to volunteer and help prepare meals the year after and the team became bigger and bigger. We arranged 
activities, made Christmas enjoyable for the less fortunate but also open our hearts and minds to the once that 
needed an ear to listen too. Making the small gesture to them meant everything to them and hence I started to 
manage and coordinate for the Jalaram night shelter. This has now become part of my life and something very close 
and dear to me. I can’t express or say in words the meaning of this project but what I can say we have created a 
safe environment for those and created a family with wonderful people from different backgrounds, age and walks 
of life.”

- Hasuben &Tina Jivraj
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2020-21 
Promoting Bapas’  Ethos  - during the world pandemic 

Virtual Events during Covid 
March20-September 21
Weekly Bhajans - during Covid restrictions, whilst 
Bapas Temple was closed, the Trustees ensured that 
devotees continued to benefit from weekly Bhajans from 
international and local Bhajans Singers. The Trustees 

also offered 
support to families 
who had, sadly, lost 
their loved ones by 
hosting prayers on 
the Zoom platform.

Tiffin (free) - Sadavrat service was provided from the 
Community Centre by dedicated volunteers.

Jalaram Bal Vikas - during Covid restrictions, the 
dedicated Headteacher, Sajanben Odedra, along with 
Prafulaben Modi and other teachers, ensured continuity 
of weekly Gujarati classes by arranging classes on the 
Zoom platform;

Jalaram Jayanti World-Wide - November 2020 - 
Leicester's Jalaram Temple was instrumental in hosting 
the first ever international Jalaram Jayanti Worldwide 
Celebrations as part of its25th Anniversary celebrations. 
Temples in 72 towns and cities all over the world took 
part in the programme. Many thousands of devotees 
worldwide watched the 11 hours of coverage both on 
AshthaTelevision and online. The vibrations of Bapa’s 
prayers were felt globally as over 75,000 viewers joined 
in on 22nd November 2020 for the darshans and events.

Ambulance Project - Ahmedabad - during the difficult 

period of the second wave of Covid-19 in India, a 3-hour 
fundraising event raised £11k which enabled the Trust 
to purchase two ambulances which were delivered 
to Ashirwad Charitable Trust, Rajkot, (within 14 days) 
providing free service to Covid patients within Rajkot 
and the surrounding villages.

NHS front line feeding - Joint Partnership. At the 
beginning of the Covid crisis, when it was very clear that 
there was going to be a HUGE strain on our NHS staff, the 
late Leela Keshavji and Manoj, of More Restaurant, got 
together with Shree Jalaram Temple Leicester, Leicester 
Charnwood Lions Club and raised over £25,000 with 
generous support from devotees. 

Yagna/Prayers for families and departed souls during 
Covid, by over 50 Bhramins from Leicester organised by 
Mahendrabhai Pandya;

Sant Bhagwant Charitra Katha, for a full month 
(Adhik Mass) by Dilipbhai Shasti, Jamnagar;
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Food distribution program for Covid afflicted and 
free Tiffin (sadavrat) service at the community centre;

Re Tele-Cast of Ram Katha (2006) by Moraribapu;

Diwali celebration 2020 in Leicester and video clips 
from organ donation patients in Leicester along with 
JHOD and NHSBT telecast on ASHTA Worldwide; 

World Kidney Day celebration 2019 with renowned 
renal expert Dr Apexa Kuverji from Leicester General 
Hospital and renal consultant, Rajkot, Dr Sanjay Pandya, 
with questions and answers by devotees and students 
from all over the world;

Tribute and Prayers for the Duke 
of Edinburgh by Trustees Devotees 
prayers by children of Jalaram Baal 
Vikas.

Zoom-Artfully Navigating 
Pandemic. Participation in a 
Zoom conference initiated by the 
MNLA 

The National Students Forum 
organised a Zoom session - ASHA 

Digital Panchangs: Last year’s and all future Diwali 
and New Year Panchangs were produced on digital 
version available on our website - www.Jalarambapa.com 

September 21st - 27th 2021

Shrimad Bhagvath Katha - Ahmedabad 

As part of the end to the 25th anniversary, Jalaram 
Mandir organized Shrimad Bhagwad Katha at Sola 
Bhagwad, Ahmedabad.

The Bhagwad Katha was recited by well-known Gita 
scholar, Shree Anantkrishna Shastriji, great-grandson 
of H.H. Shree Krushnashankar Shastriji and son of 
Shri Bhagwat Rushi Shastriji. The Bhagwad Katha was 
organized with strict adherence to Covid-19 social 
distancing guidelines and many devotees participated 
virtually from all over the world as live coverage was 
broadcast on the Aastha TV Channel.

As the representative of the Jalaram Temple, Pramod 
Thakkar was delighted to be part of this divine Katha 
as it brought back memories of the inauguration and 
foundation stone laying ceremony and PranPatishtha 
of the first ever purpose built Jalaram Bapa Temple, 
Leicester, by Pujya KrushnashankarShastriji (Dadaji) 
and the official opening of Bapas mandir on 28th/29th 
October 1995 which was attended by over 5,000 
devotees. 

12th October 2021 
Jalaram Charitable Trust and Chemist Patel’s, Partner to 
Launch an NHS COVID-19 Vaccination Centre

The Jalaram Charitable Trust has partnered with 
locally based Chemist, Patel’s, (part of the Morningside 
Pharmacy group) to set up a high-volume NHS COVID-19 
Vaccination Centre at the Jalaram Community Centre 

The new high-volume vaccination centre will have the 
capacity to administer up to 3,000 vaccinations a week 
and aims to serve the local community in Leicester and 
especially in the Westcotes area.

Temple & Community Centre
Leicester

Shree

The Duke of Edinburgh 
1921 – 2021

We are saddened to hear the death of 
HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

Our deepest condolences and prayers are with  
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth and her family 

and the people of United Kingdom at this sad time

May his soul rest in eternal peace

Om Shanti Shanti Shanti

Special Prayers & Hanuman Chalisa will be recited 
and Devotees can pay their respects 

at Jalaram Temple Leicester on

17th April 2021 at 3.00pm  
for the departed soul of HRH Prince Philip

Pramod Thakkar
Chairman - Trustee

On Behalf of the Board Of Trustees 
Info@jalarambapa.com • WhatsApp - 07860922770
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Life during Covid 19

Temple Leicester
&

  

Shree

VIRBAIMAA JALARAM
C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E

Lorem ipsum

INFORMATION CENTRE

In March 2020, due to the global epidemic Covid 19, the 
Temple and Community Centre were closed for almost 
five months. Darshan was closed for devotees from 
March 23rd 2020. Bapa’s Aarti and other services were 
performed by the temple priest. The temple was re-
opened again for the devotees from 6th August 2020, 
following strict government guidelines. Additionally, 
for the safety of devotees, temperature cameras were 
installed that would only enable entry if devotees were 
wearing masks and their temperatures were under 37 
degrees. Proper guidance was given to the devotees 
by the volunteers and an agency appointed for this 
purpose. A Sadavrat Tiffin service was also launched 
every Sunday from September 6th 2020. 

Bhajans are being sung every Sunday in the temple and 
are being broadcast on social media. In the month of 
Purushottam, the story of Sant Bhagat was broadcast 
by Pujya Shri Vipul Shankar Shastri. Garba and Aarti are 
also aired online during Navratri. In the coming Diwali 
days, festivals will be held as per the Covid 19 guidelines 
issued the government, and devotees will be able to 
perform online darshan-puja service from home

Subject to COVID 19 compliance at the Time
For benefit of devotees (during COVID 19) all over the 
world and as part of the 25th Anniversary Celebrations, 
the Trustees of Jalaram Charitable Trust have planned 
the following activities: 

28th October 21 
An official event has been planned on Thursday 28th 
October 2021 

Organ Donation Information Centre 

The JHOD Organ donation will be officially opened   

Virbaimaa Jalaram Community Centre 
The first of its kind outside India

To recognise the devotion of Virbai Maa the Jalaram 
Community will be re-named Virbai Maa Jalaram 
Community Centre, and a jhupdhi with Virbai Maa cooking 
and Jalaram Bapa serving the Sadhus with Sadavrat
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For all your Windows, Doors & Conservatory including Commercial Aluminium Products contact:

Unique Window Systems
Tel: 0116 236 4656

Fax: 0116 236 4511
Email: sales@uniquewindowsystems.com
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“SADAVRAT”

Jalaram Mandir Leicester 
“Sadvarat Selfless service and 
the fruits of Guru’s blessings” 
Bapa’s Guru Bhojalram had 
blessed that Bapa will remain 
immortal through his selfless 
service and Sadavrat. We the 

volunteers at the Mandir followed this ethos during 
the tough times of the pandemic which has never 
been experienced in our lifetime. Feeding the most 
vulnerable during these times was crustal, regardless 
of their faith, status, caste or creed. Dedication and 
determination together with blessings of Lord Rama 
and Guru Bhojalram, Pujya Bapa’s endeavours We 
with the help of volunteers from organisation such as 
Hanuman Sava we were able to distribute over 400 
meals a day

“SADAVRAT” 
“Deneko Tukdo Bhalo,  
Leneko Hari Naam” 
Mukh Ma Ram Nu Naam,  
Haath Ma Ram Nu Kaam”

if you want to give,  
tell yourself to chant hari naam
Have Ram’s name on your lips  
and Ram’s work in your hand
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NHS Front Line Seva

At the beginning of the covid crisis it 
was very clear that there was going 
to be a HUGE strain on our NHS staff 
to work longer hours as the positive 
covid cases began to rise. To give 
the hard working staff a small break 
from cooking a meal at home for 
themselves and their families, The 
Late Leela Keshavji and her husband 
Manoj of More Restaurant got 
together with Shree Jalaram Temple 

Leicester, Leicester Charnwood Lions Club, Leicester Hospitals Charity 
and other generous supporters and prepared a selection of 4 meals 
that NHS staff could order and collect directly from the restaurant to 
feed them and their families, thus giving a treat and a well deserved 
rest from cooking a meal at home. 

Sadly, on October 10th 2020 when the project had served around 
97,000 meals to good causes, Organ Donor Leela Keshavji died 
suddenly with a brain haemorrhage. Her gift of life through organ 
donation helped save the life of others.

In total the project with Jalaram Temple fed over 15,000 meals to NHS 
staff and Key Workers.The Directors of Leicester Hospitals Charity 
called us "The Fourth Emergency Service".

Late Leelaben Keshav who left a great 
legacy of serving  the NHS & the 

Community
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Hanuman Sevak Group

We as Hanuman Sevak Group we do volunteering 
at Jalaram Mandir, we are grateful to the trustees 
who have trust us and have faith in our group to 
carry out tasks for all kinds of events.

We all work as a team with great guidance and 
follow strict rules and regulations as per event, 
we also did volunteering during the pandemic 
which was a very challenging times, with Bapa’s 
blessings and team spirit kept us going while we 
were helping making Tiffins for vulnerable and 
elderly persons our group consists volunteers 
of all ages we as team there’s no discrimination 
therefore I would like to say thank you to our 
volunteers God bless you all 

Mansukhbhai (Jai Hanuman Sevak) 

Jai Shree Krishna and Jai Jalaram

Hanuman Sevak is a voluntary group organisation which 
offers help and support for various events around the 
city - kathas, Hanuman chalisa, parties, charity events 
and many more.

Being part of the team and providing Seva brings me so 
much joy and seeing and feeling the appreciation from 
those we are helping drives my enthusiasm to continue 
helping out. Devotees and members of the public are 
so appreciative and regularly provide blessings for the 
team and I. 

During the lockdown, we provided hot meals for the 
vulnerable and elderly, this was particularly rewarding 
as I felt like I was making good use of the extra time 

available to me, by helping those who without the help 
and support of the team may have struggled to eat 
during this tough time. 

Seva is a rewarding duty, which helps to develop 
character within a person, builds knowledge and refines 
skills. The group is also a good way of interacting 
socially and making new friends within the community 
and beyond. 

Hanuman Sewak is a very inspiring leader, and very 
good a motivating and organising the team as a whole. 
He is always understanding, professional and aims to 
deliver a fantastic service with the team.

-Hasmita Parmar. volunteer
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Jalaram Temples Worldwide  
Celebrating Jalaram Jayanti 

Sunday 22nd November 2020
Temple Leicester

&
  

Shree

VIRBAIMAA JALARAM
C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E

Planning & Management
Pramod Thakkar
Trustee Chairman

Jalaram Charitable Trust - Leicester

Ajay Jobanputra
Trustee Chairman 

The Raghuvanshi Association

Executive Advisors
Naresh Popat 

Trustee
Jalaram Charitable Trust, Leicester

Ketan Kotecha
Trustee 

Jalaram Charitable Trust, Leicester

Dhirajlal Sanghani 
Devotee of Shri Jalaram Bapa

Dr. Bijna K. Dasani, FRSA
Devotee of Shri Jalaram Bapa

Sanjay C Rughani
Trustee 

The Raghuvanshi Charitable Trust

Rashmi Chatwani
Trustee

Jalaram Mandir - Greenford

Shaneel Hirani
Trustee 

Jalaram Mandir - Greenford

Mahendra Gokani
Trustee 

Jalaram Jyot- Sudbury

Meena Gokani
Jalaram Jupdi Hounslow

Broadcasting / Social Media
Broadcasting/  
Social Media 

Hemant Suraiya
Ajay Jobanputra

Country Co-ordinators
UK/Europe

Pramod Thakkar

Africa
Mina Khagram

Gita Manek
Hitesh Bhayani

Middle East
Himanshu Thakkar

Jyoti Khiraiya

India
Himanshu Thakkar

Australia & Fiji 
Vimal Lakhani 

Africa
Hitesh Bhayani

USA & Canada
Dinesh Jobanputra

www.Jalarambapa.net  
info@Jalarambapa.net

Management Steering Group

 Our prayers and thoughts are with families of 
those effected by Covid 19 worldwide 

Stay Safe  
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Having celebrated Bapa’s Jayant every year for the 
last 25 years, since the inception of Leicester’s Bapas 
Temple, with over 1,000 devotees attending the 
mandir and paying their respects, Bapa awakened 
me in August 2020 and brought to the front of my 
mind an idea that Ajay Jobanputra and I had been 
considering for some time.

I went on to discuss this idea in detail with my co-
Trustees, Dhirubhai Sanghani, Ajay Jobanputra and 
Sanjay C Rughani, all of whom are ardent followers 
of Pujya Jalaram Bapa.

The next point of contact was Hemantbhai Surya 
in Rajkot, who had handled the Trust’s social media 
and Astha tele-casts over the years, in order to 
understand the practicalities of showcasing different 
activities of Bapa’s Mandir from every continent in 
the world.

As a consequence of Covid-19 social distancing 
restrictions at Places of Worship and as part of the 
25th anniversary of Jalaram Temple Leicester, the 
Trustees decided to celebrate Jalaram Jayanti – the 
221st birthday of Saint Shree Jalaram Bapa - on an 
international basis using social media platforms and 
Aastha TV. 

The worldwide event showcased works of Sewa 
and Ethos, these being Bapa’s Legacy. The event 
was a great success with temples in 72 towns and 
cities worldwide taking part. Thousands of devotees 
worldwide watched the 11 hours of coverage from 
Bapa’s temples, whilst taking Darshan of the unique 
Yatra. All this was organised by the core committee, 
Dhirubhai Sangani, Pramodbhai Thakkar, Ajaybhai 
Jobanputra and Sanjay Rughani, the country 
coordinators, music coordinators and

most of all the social media team. Together all of 
these collaborators delivered a wonderful and 
spiritual event. 

The vibrations of Bapa’s prayers were felt globally; 
with renowned Saints, Parliamentarians and many 
well-wishers supporting the event.

"We were further honoured with a letter from India 
PM, Shri Narendra Modi himself (attached), which 
we felt was a great feather in our cap. The worldwide 
celebrations showcased Temples offering Sadavrat 
(free meals) along with other Medical Sewa; whilst 
promoting several new and upcoming Bapa’s Temples 
in Perth, Nairobi and Dubai. One of the most admired 
and well received aspect of the celebrations was the 
Bhajan programme, sung by internationally respected, 
professional singers from many Temples worldwide."

Whilst it was a great challenge, it was a wonderful 
experience to be able to achieve all of this within 3 
months from the beginning of planning to the final 
implementation. This first ever global event would 
not have been possible without Bapa’s blessings.

I wish to thank all the Continent Heads and all of 
Bapa’s Temples across the world. I remain deeply 
grateful and indebted to them for their participation.

Pramod Thakkar
Trustee Chairman

Jalaram Charitable Trust - Leicester
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The Jalaram Jayanti 
Worldwide event in 2020 
was the first ever global 
online celebration of Bapa’s 
birthday. Being part of the 
Management Team for the 
event with experienced 
people like vadil Dhirubhai 
Sangani and JCT Chairman 
Pramodbhai Thakrar, was 
wonderful and made the 
task a real pleasure. The overall management of 
finances by Sanjay Rughani and local liaison by the 
Country Coordinators made the work much easier. 
We made contact with Jalaram Mandirs globally 
who participated with enthusiasm and passion 
for Bapa’s cause. The event was organised as part 
of the Jalaram Leicester Temple 25th Anniversary 
and was very well received. A new website portal 
www.Jalarambapa.Net was launched as part of 
the celebrations. The purpose of promoting Bapa’s 
work internationally was achieved by the event 
with well over 70,000 people joining live via FB 
and YouTube and snapshots on Aastha TV. A new 
milestone in the sewa for Bapa and his Sadavrat 
work was achieved by this first ever Worldwide 
event. 

Jai Jalarambapa

Ajay Jobanputra
Trustee Chairman

The Raghuvanshi Association
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Jalaram Jayanti Worldwide Event gave an 
opportunity to bring together one of the Biggest 
Events watched worldwide by thousands of Devotees 
of Shree JALARAM BAPA.

This event was also the stepping stone for 
understanding the activities performed Worldwide 
In the name and Blessings of our beloved Bapa. 
I was proud to see the enthusiasm from each and 
every one. JCT Chairman Pramodbhai Thakkar and 
ever willing two Lieutenants Ajay Jobunputra and 
Sanjay Rughani had a meeting during Covid crises 
to give boost to the Event and then there was 
wonderful teams from U.K. : Rashmibhai Chetvani, 
Rajnibhai Khiroya, Priest Shree Palkeshbhai, Shree 
Piyushbhai Mehta, Kishorebhai Ghelani, Shaneel 
Hirani, Maheshbhai Karia, Rupaben Raichura, 
Bharatbhai Patel, Meera Thakkar, Ramilaben 
Chauhan, Pravinbhai, Kiran, Jayantibhai Chandarana, 
Pritiben Raichura, Kiritbhai Modi ,Sailesh Raja, 
Mahendrabhai Gokani, from East Africa: Minaben 
Khagram, Ketanbhai Kotecha, Kishorebhai Modi, 
Saloni Karia, Rasikbhai Kantaria , Pankajbhai Suchak , 
from South Africa: Priest Shree Kiritbhai Acharya and 
Maheshbhai from India: Gordhanbhai and Vimuben 
Sodha, Hemantbhai, Himanshu Thakkar, Jyotiben 
Khiraiya, from Australia : Late Pravinbhai Sangani, 
Sarla Sangani, Vimalben Lakhani, Jyotiben, from 
Dubai: Hitesh Bhayani and 100s more who became 
the Beads of Jalaram Bapa's Mala (Chain). (Please my 
apologies If I have not mentioned some names who 
have played Important Role).

The event was also Blessed by Various Heads and 
Dignitaries of States and Saints which shows how 
we are recognised World Wide with the Audience of 
more than 70,000 on various Media.

Our Motto should be 
as Primary: Bhajan 
and Bhojan and 
secondary Health, 
Education and other 
Mandir Activities for 
the SEWA for People, 
During Disasters and 
Environment. Param 
Pujya Bapa's Life 
was to serve Sadhus, 
Saints, Bhojan, Bhajan 
and protecting his Devotees and their Families and 
Assets. 

Shree Jalaram Temple in Leicester plays an Important 
role and deserves all Admiration and Felicitations for 
completing 25 years and many more to come under 
able and hardworking Chairman Pramod Bhai. He 
comes up with amazing Ideas for SEWA and we all 
are proud to be associated with him. 

We as Gujarati Community can do wonders In the 
name of Shree Jalaram Bapa and I am sure from 
Gods and Goddesses will shower all blessing to the 
Community to donate In various ways for any Noble 
Cause.

I take this opportunity to say that let us all resolve to 
assist and Help any cause with Tan, Mann and Dhan 
which you All Have.

Dhirubhai D, Sangani
Pinner and Bangalore. 
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Life is Not Worth Living, Without Giving...

Jai Shree Krishna Jai Jalaram II RAM II Jai Siya Ram 

As part of the Jalaram Mandir Leicester 25th anniversary, it was an honour in being 
asked to help organise The Worldwide Celebrations of Jalarambapa, alongside our 
elders Dhirubhai Sangani, Pramodbhai Thakkar & Ajaybhai Jobanputra; as well as 
Trustees of Jalaram Mandir Leicester (JCT), The team of Country Coordinators, the 
Social Media team and Everyone else that was involved...

It was a wonderful yet unique initiative and the first of its kind, by so many people 
around the world... where with their support, we were able to deliver a programme 
on our revered Bapa’s ethos & selfless Sewa. 

The unified Vibrations that were brought into the homes of devotees were amazing... who had joined from 
Australia to Zanzibar! It was an incredible celebration, surpassing the challenges of COVID by uniting the world 
in commemorating the teaching & indeed act of selfless service by Bapa, being the spirit of giving. 

By following the path of sacrifice, devotion, and dedication to God, Pujya Jalaram Bapa provided 'SADAVRAT', 
dignity to humanity in India and indeed now throughout the world, which the devotees & followers of Jalaram 
Bapa have kept alive, extending it further today to Organ Donation, an area of true selflessness.

The event had a lot of support from various Jalarambapa’s Mandirs around the world; in many cases housed at 
Lohana Mahjans, without whom it would have been difficult to deliver on such divine blessings. Thus, on behalf 
of the organising committee we thank everyone involved for their participation & support 

As was said by Lord Gadhia, ‘Life is Not Worth Living, Without Giving...’ 

So, let’s continue to live, by giving in the name of Jalaram Bapa. 

On behalf of my parents, Chandubhai & Late Mother Manjoolaben Rughani, along with my wife Jaishree & 
daughter Amisha, as well as colleagues at work – for who’s support I am grateful for, without whom it would be 
difficult to give in everything I do. 

Jai Jalaram & thank you. 

Sanjay C. Rughani
Trustee 
The Raghuvanshi Charitable Trust
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Shri Jalaraam Temple, located at the entrance of the city of Leicester in Britain, is a temple 
that is constantly throbbing with bhajan and food, service and dedication, compassion and 
devotion,Following the ideas of Jalaram Bapa. various religious, social and spiritual activities 
have been taking place here for the last 25 years. There are health, education, cultural and 
service programs which are benefiting the people without any discrimination.

I am also happy to have the invaluable opportunity to serve in the planning of this temple 
since the year 2003. I am confident that my God-given work style will continue to be 

dedicated to the service of this temple in the future as well. 

Shri Pramodbhai Thakkar, Trustee-Chairman of the temple, is aware from time to time that this temple will 
continue to be organized in accordance with the message of Jalaram Bapa.At the international level, through 
this temple, he is working with everyone as a team.

I pray at this moment that the devotional devotion of the volunteers and devotees towards Jalaram Bapa will 
continue to grow and love, prayers and happiness will spread through many auspicious events. 

This souvenir, which is being published on the occasion of the silver jubilee of the temple, will be a book to be 
preserved forever. Best wishes to Mr. Pramodbhai Thakkar and his team. .....

Tushar Joshi
Broadcasting / Social Media

I have been assisting Jalaram Temple Leicester with all their social media and Ashtha TV 
world wide telecast since 2006 when they hosted Pujya Morari Bapu’s katha on the 10th 
Anniversary of the Temple Over the last few years and in particular during Covid 19 my 
media Team and I have conducted and managed various zoom meetings 

We also were the media partners during Jalaram Jayanti Worldwide In November 2020 
which we fully managed and assisted with gathering videos / matterials & photos from 
almost 30 Bapas Temples from Gujarat and other states of India.

The JJWW was a vision of Pramödbhai Thakkar who amazingly within 3 months appointed various continent 
coordinators hence was highly attended & Viewed by almost 70000 devotees all over the world. 

We wish to congratulate Jalram Mandir on the landmark 25th Anniversary.

Jai Jalaram
Hemantbhai Suraiya
Broadcasting / Social Media
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Schedule Notes:
All times shown are as per 

the local time zone
Start in Australia and Finish 

in England
Broadcast will be via 

Facebook, YouTube & 
Jalaram TV

Orlando 
& New Jersey

(GMT-4)
09.00 to 09.20

Chicago
(GMT-5)

08.20 to 08.30
Toronto
(GMT-4)

09.30 to 09.40

For details of OCHS and 
our online courses visit 

ochsonline.org

Hindu Studies Online
In your own time, At your own pace 
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Jalaram Temples Worldwide  
Celebrating Jalaram Jayanti 

Sunday 22nd November 2020

Dubai
(GMT+4)

09.30 to 09.45

England
(GMT+0)

11.10 to 13.00
Jalaram Leicester

Aarti & Cake Cutting
Jalaram Leicester

Bal Vikas Skit
Jalaram Leicester

Ang Daan Skit
Showcase 

Jalaram Greenford, 
Jalaram Jhupadi Hounslow 

Jalaram Jyot Sudbury

Perth, 
Sydney 
Australia
(GMT+8)

14.30 to 15.00
Welcome from UK
Bapa’s Life Story

Showcase Perth Jalaram
& Sydney Temples

Kenya Uganda
Tanzania Temples

(GMT+3) 13.50 to 14.45
South Africa Temples

(GMT+2) 13.34 to 12.50
Mozambique Temple

(GMT+2) 13.50 to 13.55
Malawi Temple

(GMT+2) 13.55 to 14.00
DR Congo-Kinshasa

(GMT+1)

England
(GMT +0)

14.00 to 17.30
- Bapa’s Life Story
- Team Introduction

- Inauguration of Jalaram 
Network

- Updates on Dubai & Perth 
Temples

- VIP speeches
- Bhajans from Worldwide 

Temples
- Greenford & Leicester 

Mandir Aarti
- Programme Closure

India
(GMT+5.30)

12.30 to 15.00
Showcase India
Jalaram Temples

Launch Jalaram Temples Worldwide Network
Promote Bapa’s Activities & Sadavrat Sewa in Jalaram Temples Internationally

Celebrate opening of Virbaimaa Centre by Jalaram Temple Leicester
Promote “Ang Daan” (Hindu Organ Donation) by Jalaram Temple Leicester

Raise profile of Jalaram Youth Activities Worldwide

Temple Leicester
&

  

Shree

VIRBAIMAA JALARAM
C O M M U N I T Y  C E N T R E
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Year 2021 marks the 25th Anniversary of the iconic Jalaram Prathna Mandir in 
Leicester. With the blessings of Jalaram Bapa, I have had prestige honour to have been 
associated with the activities of the Mandir especially during the unprecedented 
covid-19 lockdown period in 2020.

I was part of the team that provided virtual bhajans from the mandir over various 
social media platforms including Jalaram TV. 

The highlight for me was the full day celebration of Jalaram Jayanti 2020 which 
was coordinated from the Mandir in Leicester. This involved celebration by various 
Jalaram Prathna Mandir’s globally. It was such a huge success and I feel so proud 
and honoured to have been part of a lifetime memory of spiritual energy at Jalaram Mandir, Leicester. 

The feedback from viewers was huge and so well received. I was extremely touched by how all festivities and 
activities provided help to local community, people to stay strong and supported during these challenging 
times - such Sewa is so rewarding. 

Jai Jalaram
Mahesh Karia
Bhajan Coordinator

It was a pleasure working with Jalaram Prathna Mandal Leicester when Jalaram 
Jayanti World Wide was at a such difficult time with the Covid 19.

I was leading the the Bhajan Groups.

My Group Shiv Kinner Group was invited to sing virtually from the Temple and respos 
we had from the world was immense.

It was a good experience to work with singers round the world and got to know the 
people I have never met.

Thanks to the Chair of Trustee Pramod bhai Thakkar who was leading the program 
with many other experienced people 

Jai Jalaram
Sailesh Raja
Shivkinner Group 
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Ram naam mei leen hai aur dekhat sab mei Ram
Taake padavan karu mara Jai Jai Shree Hanuman 

To mark the silver - 25th Anniversary of Shree Jalaram Temple Leicester, I congratulate 
the Chair, Shree Pramodbhai Thakker, all the Trustees and the Pujaris. This is such an 
achievement and they should all be so proud of all the hard work they put in.

I have been very fortunate and blessed to have been able to perform bhajans numerous 
times over the past few years for the Jalaram Temple Leicester. To name a few, Jalaram 
Jayantti Utsav 2019, Ramnavmi April 2021 and bhajans during the lockdown period 
through zoom and Live Facebook . On all these occasions Pramodbhai and the head 
priest, Shree Mahendrabhai, have been so welcoming and accommodating to me and 
my entire team. It’s almost like being at home when I have visited the Mandir. They 
could not do enough. In the lockdown when the mandir was not open to the devotees, they bought Bapa to 
everyone’s homes by providing bhajans and creating the mandir backdrop so you feel as you are at the mandir.

I feel so privileged to have had all these divine opportunities to be part of the Jalaram Temple Leicester. I take 
this opportunity to wish them all much success for the future. May Jalaram Bapa keep giving you Bhakti and 
shakti to run the mandir and keep providing the wonderful service you are already giving. 

Jai Shree Jalaram
Sneha Makanji

We have been doing Bapa’s Bhajans at Jalaram Mandir since the Mandir opened in 
Leicester.  Even during COVID-19 pandemic we have been doing live zoom Bhajans from 
home with Bapa’s blessings. We have done several bhajan programs on Facebook for 
organ donation where had over 10,000 people viewing. 

After the first lockdown we have done live Bhajans from the Jalaram Mandir Leicester 
on Astha channel, YouTube and Facebook. We are very grateful and honoured to have 
prevailed in our involvement since last 35 years.

We are doing Bhajans at Jalaram Mandir this year on the 11th November 2021 for Jalaram 
Jayanti. 

May Bapa’s blessings always be upon us. 
Jai Jalaram
Sajan Odedra
Sajan Celebrations 
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My heartiest congratulation on successfully completion of 25 years sthapna of Jalaram 
Temple in Leicester. This facility has given opportunity to like in Virpur have and increased 
their faith in Jalarambapa’s blessings.  

Mina Khagram 
Kenya Co Ordinator Africa & Minla Zoom.

Jai Jalarambapa Jai Shree Krishna, 

Geeta Manek was born in Thompson’s Falls (Nyahururu), Kenya. She is actively involved her 
family business concerns that span across retail, real estate and the hospitality industries. She 
currently serves on the Board of The Trustees of the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International 
, with headquarters in Chicago ,  Board member of The Task Force for Global Health, based 
in Atlanta Georgia and Trustee of the Vijana Poa Initiative supporting the youth in Uganda. 
She is very active in social welfare and religious circles . Amongst the many leadership roles 
to her credit Geeta also worked as a joint Coordinator representing Africa in the  JJWW 2020 
celebrations in the early and challenging times of the COVID 19 pandemic.   Geeta has been awarded an Honorary 
Doctorate of Humanities and the prestigious Service Above Self  Award  in recognition of her humanitarian work. 
She is married to business man Kaushik Manek and have one son Shamil

Geeta Manek - Kenya Co Ordinator 

 Jai Jalarambapa Jai Shree Krishna, 

One of the most wonderful & memorable experience , it was when I joined the team which 
was working so hard for a super successful event of Jalaram Jayanti world wide , a coverage of 
all Mandirs world wide was a spectacular idea , sitting at home we did darshan & witnessed 
activities of all Jalaram Bapa temples in the world. I learnt so much , from all senior members, 
got to know soo many wonderful brothers, felt soo proud that Indians especially Gujaratis 
are together unitedly Working for so many noble causes 

A Big Salute & Hats off to all my Brothers out there who have not only preserved but are also spreading our 
culture so beautifully and working so hard for such Good & noble causes 

Jyoti Ashok Khiraiya -South India Co Ordinator
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It was a honor for me to participate in the worldwide Jalarmbaba Celebrations from 
Dubai UAE. It was a very unique event to connect all Bapa devotees around the world 
and my heartiest congratulations goes to the entire team who worked tirelessly to 
coordinate this event and to Pramodbhai to have to vision to stage such an event.

As mentioned in my message, we have Bapa’s Murthi in Dubai now and we just got an approval 
to donate another Murthi in a new temple being constructed next to the Gurudrawra and this 
will further enhance Bapa’s presence and reach for devotees in this region.

Thank and Kind Regards 
Hitesh Bhayani  -Middle East Co Ordinator

We are truly blessed to witness the celebrations of the 25 Year Anniversary of the Jalaram 
Mandir In Leicester. The spiritual magnet, Jalaram Mandir Leicester, has drawn Bhakti’s from all 
over the world and always leaves us feeling the radiant blessings of Pujya Shree Jalaram Bapa 
and the everlasting love of the fellow worshippers. We would like to take this opportunity to 
wish Jalaram Mandir Leicester Trustees and Associates a hearty congratulations and we pray 
to Jalaram Bapa to give you and future generations the blessings to grow the Sanstha and 
spread the teachings, blessings and Unity for the next 25 years to come.

Pankaj Suchak – Tanzania Co Ordinator

I express great pleasure in sharing my experience as a Coordinator - India in a huge 
and divine celebration of Jalaram Jayanti. I consider this celebration was the best fruit of 
Covid Era. Connecting faith and sentiments of thoughts of Pu. Jalarambapa from across 
all corners of the world was amazing. Excellent coordination of Ajaybhai, Hemantbhai 
and all team members under the guidance of your good self and other elders like Shri 
Dhirubhai. Lots of other activities were also performed to pray Pujya Jalarambapa. 

The event was well appreciated from every corner and will try to continue with the same 
spirit. Once again thank you for making me part of such a memorable event and giving 
me an opportunity to coordinate Indian terrain. 

Jay Jalaram. Jay Raghuvansh. 
Himanshu Thakkar  -India Co Ordinator
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It is with great joy and pleasure, I take this opportunity to wish you and the Board 
of Trustees of Shree Jalaram Mandir my best wishes and congratulations on the 25th 
Anniversary of Shree Jalaram Mandir Leicester .

Over the past 25 years the Mandir has been an inspiration to all, young and old, to serve 
humanity with its social, cultural, educational and religious activities. It is your dedication 
and selfless service with bhakti following in the footsteps of Shree Jalaram Bapa.

I feel enormous pride that the Mandir has taken initiatives during the Co-vid 19 pandemic 
to reach and increase access to the Mandir's activities online and via satellite broadcasting. I have had the 
pleasure to witness and recognise the long hours that the working committee and supporters from all over the 
world have contributed, culminating in the recent Shreemad Bhagwat Katha recited by Shree AnantKrishna 
Shastriji.

Lastly, the Mandir has been at the forefront of encouraging Asians to join the organ donation register. This is 
an invaluable initiative to assist people of Asian origin who have been on a waiting list for an organ transplant.

I pray to Bapa to bless you and your supporters to continue with this seva and serve humanity with your 
charitable activities.

Pravin Narandas Morjaria
Bapa's Devotee

The Celebrations were just so Divine with Global Participation and I was following the 
Joyousness of Devotees during all days. 

I was fortunate enough and very privileged to share most of the programmes on my 
Facebook Page and managed to reach many of my friends and Colleagues locally and 
Globally.

I would like to thank the Management of Shree Jalaram Mandir Leicester to give me this 
opportunity and recognising me with a surprise Memorable Bapa Souvenir.

Thank you Pramod Bhai Thakkar to ask me to Participate and provide some Technical Advise. 

Kiran Morjaria 
Bapa’s Devotee
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Fourth generation of Shri Krushnashankar 
Shastriji and Shri Shantibhai Thakkar 
contributes to this divine cause.

September 2021
As part of its 25th anniversary, Shree Jalaram 
Mandir had organized Shrimad Bhagwad 
Katha at Sola Bhagwad, Ahmedabad 
from 21st September to 27th September 
2021. The Bhagwad Katha was recited 
by well-known Gita scholar, Shree 
Anantkrishna Shastriji, great- grandson 
of H.H. Shree Krushnashankar Shastriji, 
and son of Shri Bhagwat Rushi Shastriji.

The Bhagwad Katha was organized 
under strict adherence to Covid-19 
guidelines and many devotees 
participated from different corners 
of the world virtually, as live 
coverage was telecasted on Aastha 
Channel.

The Bhagwad Katha was hosted by 
Sunny and Meera Ruparelia in the 
loving memory of Late Sunilbhai 
Lakshmidas Jivan Ruparelia and Late Asmitaben Sunil 
Ruparelia of Mwanza, Tanzania. Sunny and Meera 
Ruparelia along with their daughter Ruhani Ruparelia 
performed the daily rituals of this Katha. 

Their family members and other esteemed guests also 
joined the event with many other of their family members 
participated in the Katha virtually.

Trustee and Chairman of Shri Jalaram Mandir, 
Leicester, Pramodbhai Thakkar expressed his 
delight to be part of this divine Katha as part 
of the end of the Silver jubilee celebration 
of Shree Jalaram Temple, Leicester. He 
recalled the memories of the inauguration 

and stone foundation laying ceremony 
of Jalaram Temple, Leicester by Shree 
Krushnashankar Shastriji (Dadaji), (Great 
grandfather of AnantKrishna Shashtri)
and thereafter the official opening of the 
mandir on 28th /29th October 1995.

On the first day the Katha was initiated 
with the blessings of Shri Dwarkeshlalji 
Maharaj, Kadi, Ahmedabad and Shri 

Bhagwatrushi Shastriji. The saints of 
Anupam Mission, Mogri and Sarlaben 
Somani of Kabir Ashram, Palanpur 
and various other dignitaries were 
present during the katha. At the 
ending day of the katha, Bhaishri 
Rameshbhai Oza also conveyed his 
virtual blessings. 

Shri Anantakrishna Shastriji in the 
divine presence of Rasraj Prabhu created an atmosphere 
of joy and happiness by interestingly narrated, in both 
Gujarati and English language, the glory of Bhagawat 
Granth, Shri Krishna Charitra, Krishna's life message and 
festivals in the present time.

Bhagwad Katha- September 2021

Shree Jalaram Mandir, Leicester organised Bhagwad Katha at Ahmedabad
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NHS Covid Vaccination Centre October 2021

Jalaram Charitable Trust and Patels Chemist Partnership

The Jalaram Charitable Trust has partnered with 
locally based Patels Chemist (part of the Morningside 
Pharmacy group) to set up a high-volume NHS COVID-19 
Vaccination Centre at the Jalaram Community Centre (2a 
Westcotes Dr, Leicester LE3 0QR). 

The new high-volume vaccination centre will have the 
capacity to administer up to 3,000 vaccinations a week 
and aims to serve the local community in Leicester and 
especially in the Westcotes area.

Millions of vulnerable people are 
to be offered a COVID-19 booster 
vaccine as the government 
confirms it has accepted the final 
advice from the independent 
Joint Committee on Vaccination 
and Immunisation (JCVI).1

The programme will be rolled 
out to the same priority groups 
as previously. This means care 

home residents, health and social care workers, people 
aged over 50, those aged 16 to 49 years with underlying 
health conditions that put them at higher risk of severe 
COVID-19, adult carers, and adult household contacts of 
immunosuppressed individuals will be prioritised.1

Pramod Thakkar, Chairman of the Jalaram Charitable 
Trust said, “The Jalaram Community Centre has always 
been used for various multi-cultural activities for various 
faiths to come together and has been an integral part of 
Leicester’s multicultural success. We have a long history 
of supporting good causes in our community and so 
hosting the COVID-19 vaccination centre fits perfectly 
into the ethos and values of the Jalaram Charitable Trust.”

Danesh Gadhia, CEO Morningside group of pharmacies 
said “Patels Chemist on Narborough Road has been 
caring for the health of our local community for over 
30 years and we are extremely proud to be part of the 
national NHS effort against the Coronavirus pandemic. 
We are also very grateful to the Jalaram Community 
Centre for accommodating our request to administer 
the COVID-19 vaccination site from their premises.”

The NHS will contact people directly 
to let them know when it is their 
turn to get their booster vaccine.

References:
1. Department of Health and Social Care 
press release, published 14th September 2021 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/news/most-
vulnerable-to-be-offered-covid-19-booster-
vaccines-from-next-week)
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Congratulations to the Jalaram Mandir
On your 25th anniversary

Best wishes from Sabras Radio and Sanskar

Video Specialities
(UK) LTD

Broadcasting | Social Media | Data Management | Videography  |  Photography

Being  With Jalaram Mandir Leicester
Since 2006

|| राम नाम म लीन है देखत सब म राम, ताके पद वंदन क जय जय जलाराम ||



Charities Supported

Alex's Charity 

Anthony Nolan Trust

British Legion

Cancer Research Campaign

Charnwood Lions Club 

Glenfield Hospital 

Leicester Hospital Charity

Heartsearch  
British Heart Foundation

Human Service Trust UK

Jain Hindu Organ Donation

Leicester Association for Mental Health

Leicester Lions Club

Lord Mayors Appeals

Loros

One Roof Project

Royal Leicestershire  
Rutland & Wycliffe  

Society for the Blind 

University of Leicester

Anandabawa Seva Sanstha Jamnagar 
(108 Eye operations every year)

Shri Bhagwat Vidyapith  
(Elderly Homes)

Bhuj Earthquake Disaster 

Sneh Nizar Rajkot 
School for the Blind

Cancer Research Mumbai

Kabir Ashram  
Jamnagar (Gau Shala)

Lions Club Bombay

Nakuru (Gau Shala)

Our Sincere Gratitude
The Board of Trustees

of Shree Jalaram Temple Leicester
would like to take this opportunity to say 

Thank You
to all Patrons, Donors, Members,  

Devotees and Supporters 
who have contributed in any way 

small or large, financially or otherwise.
Charitable projects could not be  
possible without your generosity.

Jai Jalaram

UK Charities Overseas Charities
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